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(from Philo), and “used esp. of persons sacrificing” (from Josephus). 


Baptist Greek scholar A. T. Robertson, in his Word Pictures of the New 
Testament (1930), gives a basic definition of “to work in sacred things, to 
minister as a priest.’ 

Given the central motif in the New Testament of Jesus as the sacrificial 
lamb, it stands to reason that the sacrifice of the mass would be associated 
with the Eucharist, as the central rite of Christian worship. But Calvin 
again (as so often) illogically equates the corruption of a thing with the 
thing itself. 


‘This much, indeed, is most certain,—the cross of Christ is overthrown 
the moment an altar is erected. (IV, 18:3) 


How odd, then, that Paul casually assumes the continued existence of 
altars among Christians (1 Cor 10:14—21), and that altars are mentioned 
in the New Testament in other places (apart from the many mentions of 
altars in heaven), as well: 


Hebrews 13:9-12 Do not be led away by diverse and strange teachings; 
for it is well that the heart be strengthened by grace, not by foods, which 
have not benefited their adherents. [10] We have an altar from which 
those who serve the tent have no right to eat. [11] For the bodies of 
those animals whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high 
priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp. [12] So Jesus 
also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through his 
own blood. 


Therefore, if the cross is overthrown by an altar, then the New 
Testament is against the cross itself, which is absurd. 


We are accustomed to observe the last words of the dying as oracular. 
Christ, when dying, declares, that by his one sacrifice is perfected and 
fulfilled whatever was necessary to our salvation. To such a sacrifice, 
whose perfection he so clearly declared, shall we, as if it were imperfect, 
presume daily to append innumerable sacrifices? (IV, 18:3) 


They are not innumerable sacrifices, but one and the same, brought to 
us, transcending time (as God does). But there is indeed a New Testament 
motif (above all, in Paul) of our participating in His sacrifice, too, which is 
not dissimilar to the notion of the mass: 


Romans 8:17 and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and fellow heirs 
with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be 


glorified with him. 


2 Corinthians 1:5-—7 For as we share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, 
so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too. [6] If we are 
afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; and if we are comforted, it 
is for your comfort, which you experience when you patiently endure 
the same sufferings that we suffer. [7] Our hope for you is unshaken; for 
we know that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in our 
comfort. 


2 Corinthians 4:10-11 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so 
that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. [11] For 
while we live we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so 
that the life of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 


Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who 
live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 


Galatians 6:17 Henceforth let no man trouble me; for I bear on my 
body the marks of Jesus. 


Philippians 3:10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, 
and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 


Colossians 1:24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my 
flesh I complete what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his 
body, that is, the church, 


2 Timothy 4:6 For I am already on the point of being sacrificed; the 
time of my departure has come. (cf. 2:10) 


1 Peter 4:13 But rejoice in so far as you share Christ’s sufferings, that 
you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 


Calvin himself elsewhere applies the above teachings to a type of 
participation in the cross: a thing not all that different from what 
Catholics believe regarding the sacrifice of the mass: 


[B]y fellowship with him he mortifies our earthly members that they 
may not afterwards exert themselves in action, and kill the old man, 
that he may not hereafter be in vigour and bring forth fruit. An effect of 
his burials moreover is that we as his fellows are buried to sin. For when 
the Apostle says, that we are ingrafted into the likeness of Christ’s 
deaths and that we are buried with him unto sin, that by his cross the 
world is crucified unto us and we unto the world, and that we are dead 
with him, he not only exhorts us to manifest an example of his death, 
but declares that there is an efficacy in it which should appear in all 
Christians, if they would not render his death unfruitful and useless. 
Accordingly in the death and burial of Christ a twofold blessing is set 
before us—viz. deliverance from death, to which we were enslaved, and 
the mortification of our flesh (Rom. 6:5; Gal. 2:19, 6:14; Col. 3:3). (II, 
16:7) 


Calvin also shows that he comprehends a large part of the Catholic 
understanding of the importance of the mass: the centrality of the cross 
and Jesus’ sacrifice: 


Nor is this to be wondered at; for, as another Apostle declares, Christ, 
“through the eternal Spirit, offered himself without spot to God,’ (Heb. 
9:14), and hence that transformation of the cross which were otherwise 
against its nature. But that these things may take deep root and have 
their seat in our inmost hearts, we must never lose sight of sacrifice and 
ablution. For, were not Christ a victim, we could have no sure 
conviction of his being ... our substitute-ransom and propitiation. (II, 
16:6) 


Since the sacred word of God not only affirms, but proclaims and 
protests, that this sacrifice was once accomplished, and remains 
eternally in force, do not those who demand another, charge it with 
imperfection and weakness? But to what tends the mass which has been 
established, that a hundred thousand sacrifices may be performed every 
day, but just to bury and suppress the passion of our Lord, in which he 
offered himself to his Father as the only victim? Who but a blind man 
does not see that it was Satanic audacity to oppose a truth so clear and 
transparent? I am not unaware of the impostures by which the father of 


lies is wont to cloak his fraud—viz. that the sacrifices are not different 
or various, but that the one sacrifice is repeated. Such smoke is easily 
dispersed. (IV, 18:3) 


If Christ is sacrificed at each mass, he must be cruelly slain every 
moment in a thousand places. This is not my argument, but the 
apostle’s: “Nor yet that he should offer himself often;” “for then must he 
often have suffered since the foundation of the world” (Heb. 9:25, 26). I 
admit that they are ready with an answer, by which they even charge us 
with calumny; for they say that we object to them what they never 
thought, and could not even think. We know that the life and death of 
Christ are not at all in their hand. Whether they mean to slay him, we 
regard not: our intention is only to show the absurdity consequent on 
their impious and accursed dogma. (IV, 18:5) 


Calvin sets up the straw man of Catholics supposedly sacrificing Jesus 
over and over. He bashes that, then he steps back and admits that 
Catholics don’t actually believe what he has just (rightly) demolished. But 
nevertheless he dismisses the Catholic explanation with virtually no 
argument, as “smoke” deriving from the devil. Rather than bash a straw 
man and dismiss the actual Catholic argument in a sentence, Calvin ought 
to interact with our real arguments. 

He acts as if he knows better than Catholics do, what we believe, and its 
logical and real-life consequences. It is possible to see a negative logical 
result or reduction in another system that the proponents do not see (I 
observe this all the time in critiquing various Protestant errors), but even if 
that is the case, it is necessary to at least properly understand the basic 
belief before proceeding to critique what is held to be its logical outcomes. 
Calvin miserably fails that fundamental test. 

There is either one sacrifice or there are many. We agree with Calvin 
and Protestants that there is but one. We contend that the sacrifice of the 
mass is included in the one: it transcends time. It is not an additional 
sacrifice. That means (agree with us or disagree) that we do not hold to 
“many” sacrifices. 

Calvin's problem remains having to explain the references to the “table 
of the Lord” in Paul: to altars. Altars make no sense in his paradigm, 
because he thinks they are opposed to the cross of Christ. He also has to 


explain how it is that an act of God (the crucifixion: an act of Jesus Who is 
God as well as man) could be in time (insofar as it is an act of God—Jesus 
in His divine nature—, Who is outside of time). 

But Calvin actually proves by his own reasoning the possibility and 
plausibility of the sacrifice of the mass. It can be demonstrated as 
following, or at least not being at all inconsistent with his own premises. 
Here is how it works: 


1) What God decrees, and His acts (and one may contend that for God, 
these are one and the same), are from God’s perspective outside of time, 
or decreed from eternity, because He is outside of time. They may 
intersect with history and be in time in that sense, from our perspective, 
but for God they are timeless and “present” (Institutes, II, 12:5; III, 21:5; 
cf. Is 46:9-10; Lam 2:17; 3:37). 


2) It was God Who died on the cross, since Jesus Christ is true God and 
true man; therefore, the sacrifice of the cross was undertaken by God 
(the Son) Himself, and God (the Father) decreed this from eternity 
(Inst., II, 12:1, 3; cf. Eph 3:8-11; 2 Tim 1:9). 


3) The sacrifice of Jesus on the cross was decreed from eternity (Inst., II, 
12:4; cf. Acts 4:26-28; 1 Cor 2:2, 6—8; Eph 1:5-12; 1 Pet 1:18-20). 


4) The future can be made, in a sense, “present” to us in prophecy, and 
in a broader sense, in written revelation itself, since the God Who 
communicates it to us through a prophet is outside of time, and the 
future is already present to Him (Is 42:9; 44:7—8; 45:21; 48:3, 5; Acts 
2:17; 3:21; 15:18; cf. Sirach 42:19; 48:25). 


5) Moreover, God has the ability to allow human beings to be “present” 
at events from another time, such as St. John’s revelation (the entire 
Book of Revelation). Therefore, He can just as easily decide to make the 
cross present to Christians, even though to us it is a past event. 


6) Therefore, the sacrifice of the cross can be made present to us in the 
sacrifice of the mass, by God’s design and power, and this all follows 
from explicit arguments from Calvin himself, following his own 
premises. The timelessness of the mass is indicated by continued biblical 
references to the “table of the Lord;’ altars, and the Lamb (Jesus). 


Continued sacrifice in the new covenant can only refer to Jesus’ death 
on the cross (especially in light of the book of Hebrews). 


7) Moreover, references to Jesus as a perpetual high priest (not just a 
temporary one at the time of His crucifixion: see especially Heb 7:23- 
25) suggest that the sacrifice is timeless or ongoing: the same notion 
entailed in the sacrifice of the mass (Heb 2:17—18; 3:1; 4:14-15; 5:5-6, 
10; 6:17, 20; 7:14-17, 21-28; 8:1—3; 9:11; 10:21-22). 


Thus Paul says, that “Christ, our passover, is sacrificed for us,’ and bids 
us “keep the feast” (1 Cor. 5:7, 8). The method, I say, in which the cross 
of Christ is duly applied to us is when the enjoyment is communicated 
to us, and we receive it with true faith. (IV, 18:3) 


Right there is the sacrifice of the mass in a nutshell, yet Calvin misses 


it!: 


1 Corinthians 5:7-8 Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new 
lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our paschal lamb, has 
been sacrificed. (8] Let us, therefore, celebrate the festival, not with the 
old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread 
of sincerity and truth. 


John Wesley commented on 5:8 (Wesley’s Notes on the Bible): “Here is a 


plain allusion to the Lord’s supper, which was instituted in the room of the 
passover.’ That is the essence of the Mass: “Christ, our paschal lamb, has 
been sacrificed. Let us, therefore, celebrate the [Lord’s supper]? 


But it is worth while to hear on what other foundation besides they rear 
up their sacrifice of the mass. To this end they drag in the prophecy of 
Malachi, in which the Lord promises that “in every place incense shall 
be offered unto my name, and a pure offering” (Mal. 1:11). As if it were 
new or unusual for the prophets, when they speak of the calling of the 
Gentiles, to designate the spiritual worship of God to which they call 
them, by the external rites of the law, more familiarly to intimate to the 
men of their age that they were to be called into the true fellowship of 
religion, just as in general they are wont to describe the truth which has 


been exhibited by the gospel by the types of their own age. (IV, 18:4) 


This is fair enough, but I would reply by asking, “what are they 
offering?” It is true that metaphors and symbols are often used in 
Scripture, but this instance does not appear to be an instance of that. The 
surrounding context seems quite literal. 

If so, it doesn’t work very well to all of a sudden go to a metaphorical 
interpretation of verse 11. Malachi 1:7 is about “offering polluted food 
upon my altar.’ Verse 8 condemns offering blind, lame, and sick animals. 
This is real stuff; actual corruptions of religious rites, not metaphor. 
Malachi 1:10 continues in this vein: 


Oh, that there were one among you who would shut the doors, that you 
might not kindle fire upon my altar in vain! I have no pleasure in you, 
says the LORD of hosts, and I will not accept an offering from your 
hand. 


Malachi 1:12 contrasts a bad offering with a good one: 


But you profane it when you say that the LORD’s table is polluted, and 
the food for it may be despised. 


Verses 13 and 14 continue on with the theme of the Lord’s displeasure 
over improper offerings. 


I come now to the crowning point—viz. that the sacred Supper, on 
which the Lord left the memorial of his passion formed and engraved, 
was taken away, hidden, and destroyed, when the mass was erected. 
While the supper itself is a gift of God, which was to be received with 
thanksgiving, the sacrifice of the mass pretends to give a price to God to 
be received as satisfaction. As widely as giving differs from receiving, 
does sacrifice differ from the sacrament of the Supper. (IV, 18:7) 


In fact, they are one and the same: it is a timeless, supernatural, 
beautiful thing: Jesus’ sacrifice for us made profoundly present, and our 
receiving Him Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity. Calvin also neglects the 
range of meaning of “remembrance” in Scripture. The Hebrew word zecher 
(in Strong’s Concordance, zakar or zeker: words #2142-2145) does not 
merely refer to a recollection of past events: it includes the notion of 
making the past, or eternal truths, a present reality. 


Because Calvin lacks the faith in the supernatural and God's 
transcendence, he can only think of the cross as a past event (whereas to 
God it is always “now”; therefore, any sense whatever of bringing it to 
remembrance is, in his mentality, “sacrificing Christ anew.’ He disregards 
the timelessness of God (that he himself accepts) and the miraculous 
nature of what is taking place at every mass. He is stuck in the natural 
world (which is an odd thing for any Christian to do, given all the 
supernatural things we believe in). 


I hold that private masses are diametrically opposed to the institution 
of Christ, and are, therefore, an impious profanation of the sacred 
Supper. For what did the Lord enjoin? Was it not to take and divide 
amongst ourselves? What does Paul teach as to the observance of this 
command? Is it not that the breaking of bread is the communion of 
body and blood? (1 Cor. 10:16). Therefore, when one person takes 
without distributing, where is the resemblance? (IV, 18:8) 


Historically, it would resemble the action of the high priest all along in 
the holy of holies in the temple or tabernacle (Lev 16:32—34; Heb 9:1-7). 
Was that invalid, too, because no one else was around? Moses often acted 
as an intermediary priest in praying for his people (all by himself) and 
making atonement on their behalf (Ex 32:30-32; Num 14:19-23). His 
brother Aaron did the same (Num 16:46-48), as did Aaron’s grandson 
Phinehas (Num 25:11-13). 

St. Paul, through his penances, undertaken on his own, by God's design, 
helped save others (Phil 2:17; Col 1:24; 2 Tim 4:6). People pray on their 
own, so that others can receive grace and benefit (e.g., the prophet 
Jeremiah). Our Lord Jesus was almost alone (save for his mother, John, and 
just a few others) on the cross, yet that was the greatest work of 
redemption of all. 


... that carnal adoration which some men have, with perverse temerity, 
introduced into the sacrament, reasoning thus with themselves: If it his 
body, then it is also soul and divinity which go along with the body, and 
cannot be separated from it; and, therefore, Christ must there be 
adored.... Was it a matter of little moment to worship God under this 
form without any express injunction? In a matter relating to the true 


worship of God, were we thus lightly to act without one word of 
Scripture? (IV, 17:35) 


Let them now go and deny their idolatry when they exhibit the bread in 
their masses, that it may be adored for Christ. (IV, 18:8) 


The worship of Jesus as the sacrificial Lamb in Scripture is also 
analogous to eucharistic adoration, in its rich Passover imagery: 


1 Corinthians 5:7 Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new 
lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our paschal lamb, has 
been sacrificed. 


Revelation 5:8; 12-13 And when he had taken the scroll, the four living 
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each 
holding a harp, and with golden bowls full of incense, which are the 
prayers of the saints; ... [12] saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the 
Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 
might and honor and glory and blessing!” [13] And I heard every 
creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and 
all therein, saying, “To him who sits upon the throne and to the Lamb 
be blessing and honor and glory and might for ever and ever!” 


Revelation 22:3 There shall no more be anything accursed, but the 
throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and his servants shall 
worship him; 


Can we deny that the worship is superstitious when men prostrate 
themselves before bread that they may therein worship Christ? (IV, 
17:36) 


Was it also superstition and idolatry when men worshiped God 
“toward” the temple?: 


Psalm 5:7 ... I will worship toward thy holy temple in the fear of thee. 


Psalm 28:2 Hear the voice of my supplication, as I cry to thee for help, 
as I lift up my hands toward thy most holy sanctuary. 


Psalm 138:2 I bow down toward thy holy temple and give thanks to thy 
name for thy steadfast love and thy faithfulness; for thou hast exalted 


above everything thy name and thy word. 


‘The honour robbed from God is transferred to the creature, and God, 
moreover, is dishonoured by the pollution and profanation of his own 


goodness, while his holy sacrament is converted into an execrable idol. 
(IV, 17:36) 


An idol by definition is an object that is replacement of God in one’s 
heart. Catholics are adoring what they believe to be God, not a piece of 
bread or some wine. Therefore, this act cannot be idolatry, by simple logic, 
even if, in fact (granting momentarily for the sake of argument), Catholics 
are mistaken that the bread and wine have been transformed, for they 
would still not be adoring mere bread and wine in their worship, but God 
Himself, albeit in a mistaken fashion. Calvin will rail against 
transubstantiation on one hand, yet turn around and say that “bread” is 
“adored for Christ”—when we do no such thing. 


(IT ]hey paid divine honours to the sign. They say that their veneration is 
paid to Christ. (IV, 17:37) 


Yes, exactly. It is Calvin’s eucharistic theology that entails signs and 
symbolism only, not ours. Yet he wants to project his errors onto us, prior 
to condemning us—utilizing a premise that we ourselves do not hold? 


But now that the sacrifice has been performed, the Lord has prescribed 
a different method to us—viz. to transmit the benefit of the sacrifice 
offered to him by his Son to his believing people. The Lord, therefore, 
has given us a table at which we may feast, not an altar on which a 
victim may be offered; he has not consecrated priests to sacrifice, but 
ministers to distribute a sacred feast. (IV, 18:12) 


This doesn’t account for the continued New Testament reference to 
altars, nor the casual, overwhelming acceptance of the priesthood and the 
sacrifice of the mass by the Church fathers. How did it come about? We 
contend that this was the teaching passed down from the beginning. 


And that there might be no limit to their extravagance, they have 
deemed it little to say, that it properly becomes a common sacrifice for 
the whole Church, without adding, that it is at their pleasure to apply it 


specially to this one or that, as they choose; or rather, to any one who is 
willing to purchase their merchandise from them for a price paid. (IV, 
18:14) 


If something is the application of grace, then it can be applied to one in 
particular or to all, just as we may pray for one person or for many, or help 
one person in charity or a group, as it were. That is no difficulty at all. As 
for “price paid”: this is common to all religion. Protestants take up an 
offering. They receive spiritual benefit and are expected to provide for 
their pastors and the upkeep of the building. 

In Catholicism it is the same way: except that we believe that the 
benefit of the mass can be applied to particular souls. In the old covenant, 
the people were expected to contribute with tithes and portions of their 
property (animals or grain offerings, etc.). It was not an absolutely free 
enterprise. 


This kind of sacrifice is indispensable in the Lord’s Supper, in which, 
while we show forth his death, and give him thanks, we offer nothing 
but the sacrifice of praise. From this office of sacrificing, all Christians 
are called “a royal priesthood,’ because by Christ we offer that sacrifice 
of praise of which the apostle speaks, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks 
to his name (1 Pet. 2:9; Heb. 13:15). (IV, 18:17) 


The royal priesthood of all believers doesn’t exclude a special class of 
ordained priests, just as in the old covenant there was a special class of 
priests. If the Bible isn’t “either/or” in this regard, why should we be? 


6. Calvin vs. the Fathers on the Sacrifice of the Mass 


(T]hey make two demands upon us—first, that we join in their prayers, 
their sacrifices, and all their ceremonies; and, secondly, that whatever 
honour, power, and jurisdiction, Christ has given to his Church, the 
same we must attribute to theirs. In regard to the first, I admit that all 
the prophets who were at Jerusalem, when matters there were very 
corrupt, neither sacrificed apart nor held separate meetings for prayer. 
For they had the command of God, which enjoined them to meet in the 
temple of Solomon, and they knew that the Levitical priests, whom the 
Lord had appointed over sacred matters, and who were not yet 


discarded, how unworthy soever they might be of that honour, were still 
entitled to hold it (Exod. 24:9). But the principal point in the whole 
question is, that they were not compelled to any superstitious worship, 
nay, they undertook nothing but what had been instituted by God. But 
in these men, I mean the Papists, where is the resemblance? Scarcely 
can we hold any meeting with them without polluting ourselves with 
open idolatry. Their principal bond of communion is undoubtedly in 
the Mass, which we abominate as the greatest sacrilege. (IV, 2:9) 


We may add, that this perverse course was unknown to the purer 
Church. For however the more impudent among our opponents may 
attempt to gloss the matter, it is absolutely certain that all antiquity is 
opposed to them, as has been above demonstrated in other instances, 
and may be more surely known by the diligent reading of the Fathers. 
(IV, 18:9) 


Should any one here obtrude concise sentences of the ancients, and 
contend, or their authority, that the sacrifice which is performed in the 
Supper is to be understood differently from what we have explained it, 
let this be our brief reply,—that if the question relates to the approval of 
the fiction of sacrifice, as imagined by Papists in the mass, there is 
nothing in the Fathers to countenance the sacrilege. They indeed use 
the term sacrifice, but they, at the same time, explain that they mean 
nothing more than the commemoration of that one true sacrifice which 
Christ, our only sacrifice (as they themselves everywhere proclaim), 
performed on the cross. (IV, 18:10) 


If Calvin wants to define the mass as “open idolatry” and “the greatest 
sacrilege” why, then, doesn’t he disavow himself from all the Church fathers 
who believed in faith, in the sacrifice of the mass? It’s easy for him to rail 
against Rome; far more difficult to disentangle himself from the mountain 
of evidence of the Church fathers, who believed the same thing. He wants 
to act as if the early Church and history is on his side; therefore he only 
cherry-picks from the fathers what appears to support his dissident view, 
while ignoring massive amounts of historical patristic facts. No one need 
take my word or any Catholic’s word on these facts of history. Protestant 
historians abundantly back up our contentions. For example: 


The Catholic church, both Greek and Latin, sees in the Eucharist not 
only a sacramentum, in which God communicates a grace to believers, 
but at the same time, and in fact mainly, a sacrificium, in which believers 
really offer to God that which is represented by the sensible elements. 
For this view also the church fathers laid the foundation, and it must be 
conceded they stand in general far more on the Greek and Roman 
Catholic than on the Protestant side of this question.... 


(Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, Vol. III: Nicene and Post- 
Nicene Christianity: A.D. 311-600, Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans 
Publishing Company, 1974, from the revised fifth edition of 1910; § 96. 
“The Sacrifice of the Eucharist”) 


It was also widely held from the first that the Eucharist is in some sense 
a sacrifice, though here again definition was gradual. The suggestion of 
sacrifice is contained in much of the NT language ... the words of 
institution, ‘covenant, “memorial; ‘poured out, all have sacrificial 
associations. In early post-NT times the constant repudiation of carnal 
sacrifice and emphasis on life and prayer at Christian worship did not 
hinder the Eucharist from being described as a sacrifice from the first ... 

From early times the Eucharistic offering was called a sacrifice in 


virtue of its immediate relation to the sacrifice of Christ. 


(Cross, F. L. and E. A. Livingstone, The Oxford Dictionary of the 
Christian Church, 2nd edition, Oxford University Press, 1983, 476, 
1221) 


(T]he Eucharist was regarded as the distinctively Christian sacrifice 
from the closing decade of the first century, if not earlier. Malachi’s 
prediction (1:10 f.) that the Lord would reject the Jewish sacrifices and 
instead would have ‘a pure offering’ made to Him by the Gentiles in 
every place was early seized [did. 14,3; Justin, dial. 41,2 f. Irenaeus, 
haer. 4,17,5] upon by Christians as a prophecy of the eucharist. 

The Didache indeed actually applies [14, 1] the term thusia, or 
sacrifice, to the eucharist, and the idea is presupposed by Clement in the 
parallel he discovers [40-4] between the Church’s ministers and the 
Old Testament priests and levites ... Ignatius’s reference [Philad. 4] to 
‘one altar, just as there is one bishop, reveals that he, too thought in 


sacrificial terms. Justin speaks [Dial. 117,1] of ‘all the sacrifices in this 
name which Jesus appointed to be performed, viz. in ther eucharist of 
the bread and the cup, and which are celebrated in every place by 
Christians: Not only here but elsewhere [Ib. 41,3] too, he identifies ‘the 
bread of the eucharist, and the cup likewise of the eucharist, with the 
sacrifice foretold by Malachi. For Irenaeus [Haer. 4,17,5] the eucharist 
is ‘the new oblation of the new covenant; ... 

It was natural for early Christians to think of the eucharist as a 
sacrifice. The fulfillment of prophecy demanded a solemn Christian 
offering, and the rite itself was wrapped in the sacrificial atmosphere 
with which our Lord invested the Last Supper. The words of institution, 
‘Do this’ (touto poieite), must have been charged with sacrificial 
overtones for second-century ears; Justin at any rate understood [1 
apol. 66,3; cf. dial. 41,1] them to mean, ‘Offer this’ ... Justin ... makes it 
plain [Dial. 41,3] that the bread and the wine themselves were the ‘pure 
offering’ foretold by Malachi ... he uses [1 apol. 65, 3-5] the term 
‘thanksgiving’ as technically equivalent to ‘the eucharistized bread and 
wine: The bread and wine, moreover, are offered ‘for a memorial (eis 
anamnasin) of the passion, a phrase which in view of his identification 
of them with the Lord’s body and blood implies much more than an act 
of purely spiritual recollection. Altogether it would seem that, while his 
language is not fully explicit, Justin is feeling his way to the conception 
of the eucharist as the offering of the Saviour’s passion. 


(J. N. D. Kelly, Early Christian Doctrines, San Francisco: Harper & Row, 
fifth revised edition, 1978, 196-197) 


(T]he eucharist was regarded without question as the Christian 
sacrifice. 


(Kelly, ibid., 449) 


We hold, therefore, that the communion of the Church ought not to be 
carried so far by the godly as to lay them under a necessity of following 
it when it has degenerated to profane and polluted rites. (IV, 2:9) 


Whether this happened in the Catholic Church (and from a very early 


period: the first century: as Protestant historians show us) remains utterly 


unproven, despite Calvin’s many flowery axiomatic, question-begging 
condemnations. 


When our Lord sent forth the apostles, he gave them a commission (as 
has been lately said) to preach the Gospel, and baptise those who 
believed for the remission of sins. He had previously commanded that 
they should distribute the sacred symbols of his body and blood after his 
example (Mt. 28:19; Luke 22:19). (IV, 3:6) 


Jesus made no reference to “symbol” on Luke 22:19. He said, rather, 
“This is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me?’ 
“Symbol” is pure eisegesis, or reading into Scripture what is not there. 
Matthew 28:19 refers to baptism, which is not a “symbol” of Jesus’ body, 
either. 


Elsewhere, explaining how believers now possess Christ, he (St. 
Augustine] says, “You have him by the sign of the cross, by the 
sacrament of baptism, by the meat and drink of the altar” (Tract. in 
Joann. 50). How rightly he enumerates a superstitious rite, among the 
symbols of Christ’s presence, I dispute not; but in comparing the 
presence of the flesh to the sign of the cross, he sufficiently shows that 
he has no idea of a twofold body of Christ, one lurking concealed under 
the bread, and another sitting visible in heaven. (IV, 17:28) 


This doesn’t follow at all; it is merely Calvin reading his own beliefs into 
St. Augustine. The mention of “altar” in this section 12 of Tractate 50 on 
John 11 and 12 is without question a reference to the sacrifice of the mass. 
Altars always have to do with sacrifice: 


If you are good, if you belong to the body represented by Peter, you have 
Christ both now and hereafter: now by faith, by sign, by the sacrament 
of baptism, by the bread and wine of the altar. You have Christ now, but 
you will have Him always; for when you have gone hence, you will come 
to Him who said to the robber, Today shall you be with me in paradise. 
Luke 23:43 But if you live wickedly, you may seem to have Christ now, 
because you enter the Church, signest yourself with the sign of Christ, 
art baptized with the baptism of Christ, minglest yourself with the 


members of Christ, and approachest His altar: now you have Christ, but 
by living wickedly you will not have Him always. 

Those who receive, without adoration, as commanded by God, are 
secure that they deviate not from the command. In commencing any 
work, nothing is better than this security. They have the example of the 
apostles, of whom we read not that they prostrated themselves and 
worshipped, but that they sat down, took and ate. They have the 
practice of the apostolic Church, where, as Luke relates, believers 
communicated not in adoration, but in the breaking of bread (Acts 
2:42). They have the doctrine of the apostles as taught to the Corinthian 
Church by Paul, who declares that what he delivered he had received of 
the Lord (1 Cor. 11:23). (IV, 17:35) 


Calvin always tries to make much out of real or alleged agreement with 
him on certain points by St. Augustine. Yet the same Augustine believed in 
eucharistic adoration, which proves that he accepted a real, physical 
presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. This, Calvin describes as “carnal 
adoration which some men have, with perverse temerity, introduced into 
the sacrament.’ Here is what St. Augustine taught and believed (according 
to Calvin he would thus be guilty of rank idolatry): 


‘And fall down before His footstool: for He is holy.” What are we to fall down 
before? His footstool. What is under the feet is called a footstool, in Greek. 
vm0m0SLOV, in Latin Scabellum or Suppedaneum. But consider, brethren, what he 
commandeth us to fall down before. In another passage of the Scriptures it is said, 
“The heaven is My throne, and the earth is My footstool.” Doth he then bid us 
worship the earth, since in another passage it is said, that it is God's footstool? 
How then shall we worship the earth, when the Scripture saith openly, “Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God’? Yet here it saith, “fall down before His footstool:” and, 
explaining to us what His footstool is, it saith, “The earth is My footstool.” I am in 
doubt; I fear to worship the earth, lest He who made the heaven and the earth 
condemn me; again, I fear not to worship the footstool of my Lord, because the 
Psalm biddeth me, “fall down before His footstool.” I ask, what is His footstool? 
and the Scripture telleth me, “the earth is My footstool.” In hesitation I turn unto 
Christ, since I am herein seeking Himself: and I discover how the earth may be 
worshipped without impiety, how His footstool may be worshipped without 


impiety. For He took upon Him earth from earth; because flesh is from earth, and 
He received flesh from the flesh of Mary. And because He walked here in very flesh, 
and gave that very flesh to us to eat for our salvation; and no one eateth that flesh, 
unless he hath first worshipped: we have found out in what sense such a footstool 
of our Lord’s may be worshipped, and not only that we sin not in worshipping it, 
but that we sin in not worshipping. 


(Exposition on Psalm XCIX, 8; NPNF 1, Vol. VIII) 


St. Augustine's theme of the “footstool” of God can be seen several times 
in Holy Scripture (1 Chron 28:2; Ps 99:5; 132:7; Is 66:1; Matt 5:35; Acts 
7:49). Protestant historian Philip Schaff commented on the acceptance of 
adoration of the consecrated host in the doctrine of the fathers: 


As to the adoration of the consecrated elements: This follows with 
logical necessity from the doctrine of transubstantiation, and is the sure 
touchstone of it ... Chrysostom says: “The wise men adored Christ in 
the manger; we see him not in the manger, but on the altar, and should 
pay him still greater homage.’ Theodoret, in the passage already cited, 
likewise uses the term proskuvnei’n [Greek for “worship”], but at the 
same time expressly asserts the continuance of the substance of the 
elements. Ambrose speaks once of the flesh of Christ “which we to-day 
adore in the mysteries, and Augustine, of an adoration preceding the 
participation of the flesh of Christ. 


(History of the Christian Church, Vol. III, chapter 7, § 95. The Sacrament 
of the Eucharist; 501-502) 


Calvin is buried by an avalanche of patristic data that thoroughly 
supports the Catholic position: 


The Didache 


Assemble on the Lord’s day, and break bread and offer the Eucharist; but 
first make confession of your faults, so that your sacrifice may be a pure 
one. Anyone who has a difference with his fellow is not to take part with 
you until he has been reconciled, so as to avoid any profanation of your 
sacrifice [Matt. 5:23—24]. For this is the offering of which the Lord has 


said, ‘Everywhere and always bring me a sacrifice that is undefiled, for Iam 
a great king, says the Lord, and my name is the wonder of nations’ [Mal. 
1:11, 14). 


(Didache 14 [A.D. 70]) 
St. Clement of Rome 


Our sin will not be small if we eject from the episcopate those who 
blamelessly and holily have offered its sacrifices. 


(Letter to the Corinthians 44:4—5 [A.D. 80] ) 
St. Ignatius of Antioch 


Make certain, therefore, that you all observe one common Eucharist; for 
there is but one Body of our Lord Jesus Christ, and but one cup of union 
with his Blood, and one single altar of sacrifice... 


(Letter to the Philadelphians 4 [A.D. 110]) 
St. Justin Martyr 


God speaks by the mouth of Malachi, one of the twelve [minor prophets], 
as I said before, about the sacrifices at that time presented by you: ‘T have 
no pleasure in you, says the Lord, and I will not accept your sacrifices at 
your hands; for from the rising of the sun to the going down of the same, 
my name has been glorified among the Gentiles, and in every place incense 
is offered to my name, and a pure offering, for my name is great among the 
Gentiles ... [Mal. 1:10-11]. He then speaks of those Gentiles, namely us 
[Christians] who in every place offer sacrifices to him, that is, the bread of 
the Eucharist and also the cup of the Eucharist. 


(Dialogue with Trypho the Jew 41 [A.D. 155]) 
St. Irenaeus 


He took from among creation that which is bread, and gave thanks, saying, 
“This is my body: The cup likewise, which is from among the creation to 
which we belong, he confessed to be his blood. He taught the new sacrifice 
of the new covenant, of which Malachi, one of the twelve [minor] 
prophets, had signified beforehand: ‘You do not do my will, says the Lord 


Almighty, and I will not accept a sacrifice at your hands. For from the 
rising of the sun to its setting my name is glorified among the Gentiles, and 
in every place incense is offered to my name, and a pure sacrifice; for great 
is my name among the Gentiles, says the Lord Almighty’ [Mal. 1:10-11]. 
By these words he makes it plain that the former people will cease to make 
offerings to God; but that in every place sacrifice will be offered to him, 
and indeed, a pure one, for his name is glorified among the Gentiles. 


(Against Heresies, IV, 17, 5) 


Inasmuch, then, as the Church offers with single-mindedness, her gift is 
justly reckoned a pure sacrifice with God.... For it behoves us to make an 
oblation to God, ... the Church alone offers this pure oblation to the 
Creator, ... 


(Against Heresies, IV, 18, 4; ANF, Vol. I) 


For we offer to Him His own, announcing consistently the fellowship and 
union of the flesh and Spirit. For as the bread, which is produced from the 
earth, when it receives the invocation of God, is no longer common bread, 
but the Eucharist, consisting of two realities, earthly and heavenly; so also 
our bodies, when they receive the Eucharist, are no longer corruptible, 
having the hope of the resurrection to eternity. 


(Against Heresies, IV, 18, 5; ANF, Vol. I) 
St. Cyprian of Carthage 


If Christ Jesus, our Lord and God, is himself the high priest of God the 
Father; and if he offered himself as a sacrifice to the Father; and if he 
commanded that this be done in commemoration of himself, then 
certainly the priest, who imitates that which Christ did, truly functions in 
place of Christ. 


(Letters 63:14) 
St. Hilary of Poitiers 


Hilary, for example, describes [Tract. in ps. 68, 19] the Christian altar as ‘a 
table of sacrifice’ and speaks [Ib. 68, 26] ... of the immolation of the paschal 
lamb made under the new law. 


(J. N. D. Kelly, Early Christian Doctrines, San Francisco: Harper & Row, 
fifth revised edition, 1978, 453) 


St. Basil the Great 


It is good and beneficial to communicate every day, and to partake of the 


holy body and blood of Christ.... once the priest has completed the offering 


(Letter XCIII, To the Patrician Czxsaria; NPNF 2, Vol. VIII) 
St. Cyril of Jerusalem 


Then, after the spiritual sacrifice, the bloodless service, is completed, over 
that sacrifice of propitiation we entreat God for the common peace of the 
Churches, for the welfare of the world; for kings; for soldiers and allies; for 
the sick; for the afflicted; and, in a word, for all who stand in need of 
succour we all pray and offer this sacrifice. 


(Catechetical Lecture XXIII, 7-8; NPNF 2, Vol. VII) 
St. Ambrose 


We saw the prince of priests coming to us, we saw and heard him offering 
his blood for us. We follow, inasmuch as we are able, being priests, and we 
offer the sacrifice on behalf of the people. Even if we are of but little merit, 
still, in the sacrifice, we are honorable. Even if Christ is not now seen as the 
one who offers the sacrifice, nevertheless it is he himself that is offered in 
sacrifice here on Earth when the body of Christ is offered. Indeed, to offer 
himself he is made visible in us, he whose word makes holy the sacrifice 
that is offered. 


(Commentaries on Twelve Psalms of David 38:25) 
St. John Chrysostom 


Christ is present. The One who prepared that [Holy Thursday] table is the 
very One who now prepares this [altar] table. For it is not a man who 
makes the sacrificial gifts become the Body and Blood of Christ, but He 
that was crucified for us, Christ Himself. The priest stands there carrying 
out the action, but the power and grace is of God. “This is My Body,’ he 
says. This statement transforms the gifts. 


(Homilies on the Treachery of Judas, 1, 6; in William A. Jurgens, editor and 
translator, The Faith of the Early Fathers, three volumes, Collegeville, 
Minnesota: Liturgical Press, Vol. II, 1970, 104-105) 


When you see the Lord immolated and lying upon the altar, and the priest 
bent over that sacrifice praying, and all the people empurpled by that 
precious blood, can you think that you are still among men and on earth? 
Or are you not lifted up to heaven? 


(The Priesthood 3:4:177) 


Reverence, therefore, reverence this table, of which we are all 
communicants! Christ, slain for us, the sacrificial victim who is placed 
thereon! 


(Homilies on Romans 8:8) 


In ancient times, because men were very imperfect, God did not scorn to 
receive the blood which they were offering ... to draw them away from 
those idols; and this very thing again was because of his indescribable, 
tender affection. But now he has transferred the priestly action to what is 
most awesome and magnificent. He has changed the sacrifice itself, and 
instead of the butchering of dumb beasts, he commands the offering up of 
himself. 


(Homilies on First Corinthians, 24:2) 


What then? Do we not offer daily? Yes, we offer, but making remembrance 
of his death; and this remembrance is one and not many. How is it one and 
not many? Because this sacrifice is offered once, like that in the Holy of 
Holies. This sacrifice is a type of that, and this remembrance a type of that. 
We offer always the same, not one sheep now and another tomorrow, but 
the same thing always. Thus there is one sacrifice. By this reasoning, since 
the sacrifice is offered everywhere, are there, then, a multiplicity of 
Christs? By no means! Christ is one everywhere. He is complete here, 
complete there, one body. And just as he is one body and not many though 
offered everywhere, so too is there one sacrifice. 


(Homilies on Hebrews 17:3 [6]) 


St. Jerome 


According to Jerome [Ep. 114, 2], the dignity of the eucharistic liturgy 
derives from its association with the passion; it is no empty memorial, for 
the victim of the Church’s daily sacrifice is the Saviour himself. [Ib. 21, 26] 


(in Kelly, ibid., 453) 
St. Augustine 


Because there was there a sacrifice after the order of Aaron, and 
afterwards He of His Own Body and Blood appointed a sacrifice after the 
order of Melchizedek; He changed then His Countenance in the 
Priesthood, and sent away the kingdom of the Jews, and came to the 
Gentiles... 


(Exposition on Psalm XXXIV, 1; NPNF 1, Vol. VIII) 


Chapter 20.—Of the Supreme and True Sacrifice Which Was Effected by the 
Mediator Between God and Men. 


And hence that true Mediator, in so far as, by assuming the form of a 
servant, He became the Mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus, though in the form of God He received sacrifice together with the 
Father, with whom He is one God, yet in the form of a servant He chose 
rather to be than to receive a sacrifice, that not even by this instance any 
one might have occasion to suppose that sacrifice should be rendered to 
any creature. Thus He is both the Priest who offers and the Sacrifice 
offered. And He designed that there should be a daily sign of this in the 
sacrifice of the Church, which, being His body, learns to offer herself 
through Him. Of this true Sacrifice the ancient sacrifices of the saints were 
the various and numerous signs; and it was thus variously figured, just as 
one thing is signified by a variety of words, that there may be less weariness 
when we speak of it much. To this supreme and true sacrifice all false 
sacrifices have given place. 


(City of God, Book X, 20; NPNF 1, Vol. I) 


For then first appeared the sacrifice which is now offered to God by 
Christians in the whole wide world, and that is fulfilled which long after 
the event was said by the prophet to Christ, who was yet to come in the 
flesh, “Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek,’ ... 


(City of God, Book XVI, 22; NPNF 1, Vol. IT) 


Not only is no one forbidden to take as food the Blood of this Sacrifice, 
rather, all who wish to possess life are exhorted to drink thereof. 


(Questions of the Hepateuch, 3, 57; in Jurgens, ibid., Vol. III, 1979, 134) 


(FJor it is to God that sacrifices are offered ... But he who knows the one 
sacrifice of Christians, which is the sacrifice offered in those places, also 
knows that these are not sacrifices offered to the martyrs ... For we do not 
ordain priests and offer sacrifices to our martyrs, as they do to their dead 
men, for that would be incongruous, undue, and unlawful, such being due 
only to God. 


(City of God, Book VIII, chapter 27; NPNF 1, Vol. IT) 


Was not Christ once for all offered up in His own person as a sacrifice? and 
yet, is He not likewise offered up in the sacrament as a sacrifice, not only in 
the special solemnities of Easter, but also daily among our congregations; 
so that the man who, being questioned, answers that He is offered as a 
sacrifice in that ordinance, declares what is strictly true? For if sacraments 
had not some points of real resemblance to the things of which they are the 
sacraments, they would not be sacraments at all. 


(Epistles, 98, 9; NPNF 1, Vol. I) 


The animal sacrifices, therefore, presumptuously claimed by devils, were 
an imitation of the true sacrifice which is due only to the one true God, and 
which Christ alone offered on His altar... This sacrifice is also 
commemorated by Christians, in the sacred offering and participation of 


the body and blood of Christ. 
(Against Faustus, XX, 18; NPNF 1, Vol. IV) 
St. Cyril of Alexandria 


He states demonstratively: “This is My Body, and “This is My Blood” (Mt. 
26:26-28) “lest you might suppose the things that are seen as a figure. 
Rather, by some secret of the all-powerful God the things seen are 
transformed into the Body and Blood of Christ, truly offered in a sacrifice 


in which we, as participants, receive the life-giving and sanctifying power 
of Christ. 


(Commentary on Matthew [Mt. 26:27]; in Jurgens, ibid., Vol. III, 220) 
St. Gregory the Great 


If guilty deeds are not beyond absolution even after death, the sacred 
offering of the saving Victim consistently aids souls even after death... 


(Dialogues 4, 55; in Jaroslav Pelikan, The Christian Tradition: A History of 
the Development of Doctrine: Vol. 1 of 5: The Emergence of the Catholic 
Tradition (100-600), Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1971, 356) 


Augustine himself, in several passages (Ep. 120, ad Honorat. Cont. Advers. 
Legis.), explains, that it is nothing else than a sacrifice of praise. In short, 
you will find in his writings, passim, that the only reason for which the 
Lord’s Supper is called a sacrifice is, because it is a commemoration, an 
image, a testimonial of that singular, true, and only sacrifice by which 
Christ expiated our guilt.... Chrysostom speaks to the same effect. They so 
strongly claim the honour of the priesthood for Christ alone, that 
Augustine declares it would be equivalent to Antichrist for any one to 
make a bishop to be an intercessor between God and man (August. Cont. 
Parmen. Lib. 2 c. 8). (IV, 18:10) 


Elsewhere, Augustine wrote: 


(T]here are many other things which most properly can keep me in [the 
Catholic Church’s] bosom. The unanimity of peoples and nations keeps me 
here. Her authority, inaugurated in miracles, nourished by hope, 
augmented by love, and confirmed by her age, keeps me here. The 
succession of priests, from the very see of the apostle Peter, to whom the 
Lord, after his resurrection, gave the charge of feeding his sheep [John 
21:15-17], up to the present episcopate, keeps me here. And last, the very 
name Catholic, which, not without reason, belongs to this Church alone, in 
the face of so many heretics, so much so that, although all heretics want to 
be called ‘Catholic; when a stranger inquires where the Catholic Church 
meets, none of the heretics would dare to point out his own basilica or 
house. 


(Against the Letter of Mani Called “The Foundation” 4:5) 


Howbeit even if it were no where at all read in the Old Scriptures, not 
small is the authority, which in this usage is clear, of the whole Church, 
namely, that in the prayers of the priest which are offered to the Lord God 
at His altar, the Commendation of the dead hath also its place. 


(On Care to be Had for the Dead, section 3, NPNF 1-03) 


Would Calvin have us all absurdly believe that St. John Chrysostom wrote 
a book called Treatise Concerning the Christian Priesthood, while somehow 
not believing in priests?! He wote in that work: 


For the priestly office is indeed discharged on earth, but it ranks amongst 
heavenly ordinances; and very naturally so: for neither man, nor angel, nor 
archangel, nor any other created power, but the Paraclete Himself, 
instituted this vocation, and persuaded men while still abiding in the flesh 
to represent the ministry of angels. Wherefore the consecrated priest 
ought to be as pure as if he were standing in the heavens themselves in the 
midst of those powers. 


(Book III, section 4) 


[A]ncient writers have wrested this commemoration to a different purpose 
than was accordant to the divine institution (the Supper somehow seemed 
to them to present the appearance of a repeated, or at least renewed, 
immolation), ... Seeing that they retained a pious and orthodox view of the 
whole ordinance—and I cannot discover that they wished to derogate in 
the least from the one sacrifice of the Lord—I cannot charge them with 
any impiety, and yet I think they cannot be excused from having erred 
somewhat in the mode of action. They imitated the Jewish mode of 
sacrificing more closely than either Christ had ordained, or the nature of 
the gospel allowed. The only thing, therefore, for which they may be justly 
censured is, that preposterous analogy, that not contented with the simple 
and genuine institution of Christ, they declined too much to the shadows 
of the law. (IV, 18:11) 


This is a common tactic of Calvin's: he will charge the fathers (a few or 
many) with error, but then soften the blow so that their integrity is 


maintained (so that he can still cite them as models in the early Church in 
other areas). But if the Catholics of his era exhibit the very same beliefs, he 
will demonize them and so distort their beliefs that they are barely 
recognizable. 


The present instance is an altogether typical case. He charges the fathers 
with the “error” of believing in some semblance of the mass, yet “cannot 
charge them with any impiety”—whereas the Catholics of his time (who 
believe the same exact thing) are in league with Satan and guilty of the 
grossest sacrileges and abominations. 


He knows that these fathers hadn't “wished to derogate in the least from 
the one sacrifice of the Lord” yet at the same time he concludes that 
virtually all contemporary Catholics did do so. He doesn’t accept their own 
testimony concerning their own beliefs. 


7. Crosses, Crucifixes, and Statues of Christ: 
Idolatry? 


It is now about nine hundred years since the Council of Constantinople, 
convened under the Emperor Leo, determined that the images set up in 
temples were to be thrown down and broken to pieces. Shortly after, the 
Council of Nice, which was assembled by Irene, through dislike of the 
former, decreed that images were to be restored. Which of the two 
councils shall we acknowledge to be lawful? The latter has usually 
prevailed, and secured a place for images in churches. But Augustine 
maintains that this could not be done without the greatest danger of 


idolatry. (IV, 9:9) 


Idolatry is always a danger with some people, because it is an internal 
thing, and folks can always use images wrongly, in an impious or idolatrous 
fashion, if they so choose. That doesn’t make the image wrong in and of 
itself, as all things can be distorted and misunderstood. 


Epiphanius, at a later period, speaks much more harshly (Epist. ad 
Joann. Hierosolym. et Lib. 3 contra Heres.). For he says, it is an 
unspeakable abomination to see images in a Christian temple. (IV, 9:9) 


That’s odd, seeing that God Himself commanded this for His own 
temple. The ark of the covenant was an image. It had carved cherubim (Ex 
25:22; Num 7:89). God said this is where He would meet with His people, 
on the mercy seat between the two cherubim (Ex 30:6). Joshua “fell to the 
earth upon his face before the ark of the LORD” (Josh 7:6). Was this 
idolatry? The temple had huge images in it, by the express decree of God: 


1 Kings 6:23-29 In the inner sanctuary he made two cherubim of 
olivewood, each ten cubits high. [24] Five cubits was the length of one 
wing of the cherub, and five cubits the length of the other wing of the 
cherub; it was ten cubits from the tip of one wing to the tip of the other. 
(25] The other cherub also measured ten cubits; both cherubim had the 
same measure and the same form. [26] The height of one cherub was 
ten cubits, and so was that of the other cherub. [27] He put the 
cherubim in the innermost part of the house; and the wings of the 
cherubim were spread out so that a wing of one touched the one wall, 
and a wing of the other cherub touched the other wall; their other 
wings touched each other in the middle of the house. [28] And he 
overlaid the cherubim with gold. [29] He carved all the walls of the 
house round about with carved figures of cherubim and palm trees and 
open flowers, in the inner and outer rooms. (cf. 2 Chron 3:7; Ezek 41:20, 


25) 


The cherubim were angels (creatures): so use of them as aids in worship 
is precisely of the sort that Protestants object to in the case of a statue of a 
saint. But God commanded it. The very holiest places in Judaism (the 
temple, holy of holies, ark of the covenant) had images. The Bible often 
mentions praying or worshiping toward the temple (e.g., 2 Chron 6:20-33; 
Ps 5:7; Ps 28:2; Ps 134:2) or even bowing before it (Ps 138:2) and the 
temple had images. It wasn’t a plain (quaint but boring) white clapboard 
building, like New England Calvinist churches. 


Could those who speak thus approve of that council if they were alive in 
the present day? But if historians speak true, and we believe their acts, 
not only images themselves, but the worship of them, were there 
sanctioned. Now it is plain that this decree emanated from Satan. Do 


they not show, by corrupting and wresting Scripture, that they held it in 
derision? (IV, 9:9) 


It’s not “plain” in the slightest! Calvin makes an unwarranted conclusion 
that all images (not just corruption or inadequate understanding of the use 
of them) automatically reduce to idolatry. If that is so, then God Himself is 
an incompetent judge of these matters, given the scriptural data. 

This was the flimsy rationale used by a significant number of the early 
Calvinists to engage in iconoclasm and to smash stained glass and even 
statues of Jesus Christ, as if Catholics were worshiping plaster rather than 
our Lord Jesus. This mentality derived far more from Islam than from 
Hebrew-Christian tradition or the Bible. Historically, it flourished after 
the arrival of Islam, because of that religion's strong iconoclasm. 

If Calvin takes an absolute view against all Christian images, it is He 
who wars against Scripture, history, and indeed God Himself. God would 
be reduced to a Being Who didn't even know that what He Himself 
commanded was idolatry. In other words, either God wouldn't be God, or 
He would be a self-contradictory, wicked “god” at cross-purposes with 
himself. Since Calvin wouldn't accept those conclusions, his argument 
must be ditched by the principle of reductio ad absurdum. 


Meanwhile, seeing that this brutish stupidity has overspread the globe, 
men longing after visible forms of God, and so forming deities of wood 
and stone, silver and gold, or of any other dead and corruptible matter, 
we must hold it as a first principle, that as often as any form is assigned 
to God, his glory is corrupted by an impious lie. In the Law, accordingly, 
after God had claimed the glory of divinity for himself alone, when he 
comes to show what kind of worship he approves and rejects, he 
immediately adds, “Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or 
any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or in the earth 
beneath, or in the water under the earth,’ (Exod. 20:4). By these words 
he curbs any licentious attempt we might make to represent him by a 
visible shape, ... God makes no comparison between images, as if one 
were more, and another less befitting; he rejects, without exception, all 
shapes and pictures, and other symbols by which the superstitious 
imagine they can bring him near to them. (I, 11:1) 


The Lord, however, not only forbids any image of himself to be erected 
by a statuary, but to be formed by any artist whatever, because every 
such image is sinful and insulting to his majesty. (I, 11:4) 


But, I ask, whence this stupidity, but just because they are defrauded of 
the only doctrine which was fit to instruct them? The simple reason 
why those who had the charge of churches resigned the office of 
teaching to idols was, because they themselves were dumb. Paul 
declares, that by the true preaching of the gospel Christ is portrayed and 
in a manner crucified before our eyes (Gal. 3:1). Of what use, then, were 
the erection in churches of so many crosses of wood and stone, silver 
and gold, if this doctrine were faithfully and honestly preached—viz. 
Christ died that he might bear our curse upon the tree, that he might 
expiate our sins by the sacrifice of his body, wash them in his blood, and, 
in short, reconcile us to God the Father? From this one doctrine the 
people would learn more than from a thousand crosses of wood and 
stone. As for crosses of gold and silver, it may be true that the avaricious 
give their eyes and minds to them more eagerly than to any heavenly 
instructor. (I, 11:7) 


We think it unlawful to give a visible shape to God, because God himself 
has forbidden it, and because it cannot be done without, in some degree, 
tarnishing his glory. (I, 11:12) 


The setting up of images in churches, is a defiling ... By and by, folk go 
and kneel down to it.... The Papists ... paint and portray ‘Jesus Christ’— 
Who (as we know) is not only man but also God manifested in the flesh. 
He is God’s eternal Son, in Whom the fullness of the Godhead dwells— 
yes, even substantially ... Should we have portraitures and images, 
whereby only the flesh may be represented? Is it not a wiping away of 
that which is chiefest in our Lord Jesus Christ—that is, to wit, of His 
Divine Majesty? Yes! 


And therefore, whensoever a crucifix stands moping and mowing in the 
church— it is all one as if the Devil had defaced the Son of God. You see, 
then, that the Papists are destitute of all excuse ... They abuse their 
puppets and pictures, after that fashion. 


(Sermons on Deuteronomy, [4:15-20], Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 
reprinted in 1987, 138a51-55 & 138b3-48) 


Catholics reply that Jesus is God, and the image of God (Jn 12:45; 14:7- 
9; 2 Cor 4:4; Col 1:15; Heb 1:3). Scripture provides many examples of 
symbols used to evoke a memory or appreciation of something (which is 
the purpose of crosses and crucifixes). God stated that rainbows would 
bring to mind His covenant with mankind (Gen 9:8-17). He commanded 
the Jews to make tassels on the corners of their garments, “to look upon 
and remember all the commandments of the LORD” (Num 15:37-40). 

Moses was instructed to make a bronze serpent, so that “if a serpent bit 
any man, he would look at the bronze serpent and live” (Num 21:49). 
Observing God’s creation brings to mind God’s character and qualities (Ps 
19:1-4; Rom 1:19-20). Birds and flowers remind us of God’s loving 
provision for His creatures (Matt 6:26-—30). Jesus is seen as a slain Lamb in 
heaven, after the resurrection and ascension (Rev 5:6-9). 

Remembering the cross and what our Lord and Savior Jesus did there 
for us, and doing so with a simple visual aid of a cross or crucifix, is entirely 
within the biblical worldview, and established beyond doubt by direct 
analogy. In this way, we can be reminded of a central theme in St. Paul’s 


preaching: 


1 Corinthians 1:22—24 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 
[23] but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly 
to Gentiles, [24] but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. (cf. 1:13, 17-18; Rom 
6:6) 


1 Corinthians 2:2 For I decided to know nothing among you except 
Jesus Christ and him crucified. (cf. 2 Cor 13:4) 


Galatians 3:1 O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you, before 
whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified? 


Galatians 6:12, 14 It is those who want to make a good showing in the 
flesh that would compel you to be circumcised, and only in order that 
they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.... [14] But far be it 
from me to glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which 


the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. (cf. 2:20; Eph 
2:16) 


Philippians 3:18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell 
you even with tears, live as enemies of the cross of Christ. (cf. 2:8; Col 
1:20; 2:14) 


PART TWO: AGREEMENT 
(Beliefs of Calvin That Are Harmonious With Catholicism) 


Chapter Five 


V. Agreement on Ecclesiology (Theology of the Church and 
Church Government) 


1. The Church as an Absolutely Necessary “Mother” 


What God has thus joined, let not man put asunder (Mark 10:9): to those 
to whom he is a Father, the Church must also be a mother. This was true 
not merely under the Law, but even now after the advent of Christ; since 


Paul declares that we are the children of a new, even a heavenly Jerusalem 
(Gal. 4:26). (IV, 1:1) 


But as it is now our purpose to discourse of the visible Church, let us learn, 
from her single title of Mother, how useful, nay, how necessary the 


knowledge of her is, ... (IV, 1:4) 


We see that God, who might perfect his people in a moment, chooses not 
to bring them to manhood in any other way than by the education of the 
Church.... Isaiah had long before given this as the characteristic of the 
kingdom of Christ, “My Spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I 
have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the 
mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith the Lord, 
from henceforth and for ever” (Isa. 59:21). Hence it follows, that all who 
reject the spiritual food of the soul divinely offered to them by the hands of 
the Church, deserve to perish of hunger and famine. (IV, 1:5) 


God has been pleased to preserve the pure preaching of his word by her 
instrumentality, and to exhibit himself to us as a parent ... (IV, 1:10) 


For when Paul instructed Timothy, and trained him to the office of a true 
bishop, he says, he did it in order that he might learn how to behave 
himself in the Church of God. And to make him devote himself to the 


work with greater seriousness and zeal, he adds, that the Church is the 
pillar and ground of the truth. And what else do these words mean, than 
just that the truth of God is preserved in the Church, and preserved by the 
instrumentality of preaching; ... The reason, therefore, why the truth, 
instead of being extinguished in the world, remains unimpaired, is, because 
he has the Church as a faithful guardian, by whose aid and ministry it is 
maintained. (IV, 8:12) 


The Church is to be heard, say they. Who denies this? since she decides 
nothing but according to the word of God. (IV, 8:15) 


2. No Salvation Outside of the Church 


[There is no other means of entering into life unless she conceive us in the 
womb and give us birth, unless she nourish us at her breasts, and, in short, 
keep us under her charge and government, until, divested of mortal flesh, 
we become like the angels (Mt. 22:30). For our weakness does not permit 
us to leave the school until we have spent our whole lives as scholars. 
Moreover, beyond the pale of the Church no forgiveness of sins, no 
salvation, can be hoped for, as Isaiah and Joel testify (Isa. 37:32; Joel 2:32). 
... the abandonment of the Church is always fatal. (IV, 1:4) 


The knowledge of his body, inasmuch as he knew it to be more necessary 
for our salvation, he has made known to us by surer marks. (IV, 1:8) 


God has been pleased to preserve the pure preaching of his word by her 
instrumentality, ... while he feeds us with spiritual nourishment, and 
provides whatever is conducive to our salvation. (IV, 1:10) 


Accordingly, in the Creed forgiveness of sins is appropriately subjoined to 
belief as to the Church, because none obtain forgiveness but those who are 
citizens, and of the household of the Church, as we read in the Prophet (Is. 
33:24). The first place, therefore, should be given to the building of the 
heavenly Jerusalem, in which God afterwards is pleased to wipe away the 
iniquity of all who betake themselves to it. I say, however, that the Church 
must first be built; not that there can be any church without forgiveness of 
sins, but because the Lord has not promised his mercy save in the 
communion of saints. (IV, 1:20) 


Three things are here to be observed. First, Whatever be the holiness 
which the children of God possess, it is always under the condition, that so 
long as they dwell in a mortal body, they cannot stand before God without 
forgiveness of sins. Secondly, This benefit is so peculiar to the Church, that 
we cannot enjoy it unless we continue in the communion of the Church. 
Thirdly, It is dispensed to us by the ministers and pastors of the Church, 
either in the preaching of the Gospel or the administration of the 
Sacraments, and herein is especially manifested the power of the keys, 
which the Lord has bestowed on the company of the faithful. Accordingly, 
let each of us consider it to be his duty to seek forgiveness of sins only 
where the Lord has placed it. Of the public reconciliation which relates to 
discipline, we shall speak at the proper place. (IV, 1:22) 


3. The Church as Guardian of True Doctrine and 
Truth 


We may add, that so long as we continue in the bosom of the Church, we 
are sure that the truth will remain with us. (IV, 1:3) 


[There is no other bond by which the saints can be kept together than by 
uniting with one consent to observe the order which God has appointed in 
his Church for learning and making progress. For this end, especially, as I 
have observed, believers were anciently enjoined under the Law to flock 
together to the sanctuary; for when Moses speaks of the habitation of God, 
he at the same time calls it the place of the name of God, the place where 
he will record his name (Exod. 20:24); thus plainly teaching that no use 
could be made of it without the doctrine of godliness.... Herein is the unity 
of the faith happily realised, when all, from the highest to the lowest, aspire 
to the head. (IV, 1:5) 


The Church universal is the multitude collected out of all nations, who, 
though dispersed and far distant from each other, agree in one truth of 
divine doctrine, and are bound together by the tie of a common religion. 
(IV, 1:9) 


So highly does he recommend her authority, that when it is violated he 
considers that his own authority is impaired. For there is no small weight 


in the designation given to her, “the house of God,’ “the pillar and ground 
of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). By these words Paul intimates, that to prevent 
the truth from perishing in the world, the Church is its faithful guardian, 
because God has been pleased to preserve the pure preaching of his word 
by her instrumentality, and to exhibit himself to us as a parent while he 
feeds us with spiritual nourishment, and provides whatever is conducive to 
our salvation. (IV, 1:10) 


I always hold that the truth does not perish in the Church though it be 
oppressed by one council, but is wondrously preserved by the Lord to rise 
again, and prove victorious in his own time. (IV, 9:13) 


4. The Church as the Mystical Body of Christ 


The judgment which ought to be formed concerning the visible Church 
which comes under our observation, must, I think, be sufficiently clear 
from what has been said. I have observed that the Scriptures speak of the 
Church in two ways. Sometimes when they speak of the Church they mean 
the Church as it really is before God—the Church into which none are 
admitted but those who by the gift of adoption are sons of God, and by the 
sanctification of the Spirit true members of Christ. In this case it not only 
comprehends the saints who dwell on the earth, but all the elect who have 
existed from the beginning of the world. Often, too, by the name of Church 
is designated the whole body of mankind scattered throughout the world, 
who profess to worship one God and Christ, who by baptism are initiated 
into the faith; ... (IV, 1:7) 


5. The Church: Analogy to the Old Testament 
Assembly 


To their testimony Ezekiel subscribes, when he declares, “They shall not be 
in the assembly of my people, neither shall they be written in the writing of 
the house of Israel” (Ezek. 3:9); as, on the other hand, those who turn to 
the cultivation of true piety are said to inscribe their names among the 
citizens of Jerusalem. For which reason it is said in the psalm, “Remember 
me, O Lord, with the favour that thou bearest unto thy people: O visit me 
with thy salvation; that I may see the good of thy chosen, that I may rejoice 


in the gladness of thy nation, that I may glory with thine inheritance” (Ps. 
106:4, 5). By these words the paternal favour of God and the special 
evidence of spiritual life are confined to his peculiar people, ... (IV, 1:4) 


With this view, it pleased him in ancient times that sacred meetings should 
be held in the sanctuary, that consent in faith might be nourished by 
doctrine proceeding from the lips of the priest. Those magnificent titles, as 
when the temple is called God’s rest, his sanctuary, his habitation, and 
when he is said to dwell between the cherubims (Ps. 132:13, 14; 80:1), are 
used for no other purpose than to procure respect, love, reverence, and 
dignity to the ministry of heavenly doctrine, to which otherwise the 
appearance of an insignificant human being might be in no slight degree 
derogatory. Therefore, to teach us that the treasure offered to us in earthen 
vessels is of inestimable value (2 Cor. 4:7), God himself appears and, as the 
author of this ordinance, requires his presence to be recognised in his own 
institution.... For, as he did not commit his ancient people to angels, but 
raised up teachers on the earth to perform a truly angelical office, so he is 
pleased to instruct us in the present day by human means. (IV, 1:5) 


On this head, Christ himself, his apostles, and almost all the prophets, have 
furnished us with examples. Fearful are the descriptions in which Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Joel, Habakkuk, and others, deplore the diseases of the Church 
of Jerusalem. (IV, 1:18) 


6. Church Councils Have a Legitimate Place 


What, then, you will say, is there no authority in the definitions of 
councils? Yes, indeed; for I do not contend that all councils are to be 
condemned, and all their acts rescinded, or, as it is said, made one 
complete erasure. (IV, 9:8) 


Thus those ancient Councils of Nice, Constantinople, the first of Ephesus, 
Chalcedon, and the like, which were held for refuting errors, we willingly 
embrace, and reverence as sacred, in so far as relates to doctrines of faith, 
for they contain nothing but the pure and genuine interpretation of 
Scripture, which the holy Fathers with spiritual prudence adopted to crush 
the enemies of religion who had then arisen. In some later councils, also, 


we see displayed a true zeal for religion, and moreover unequivocal marks 
of genius, learning, and prudence. (IV, 9:8) 


Having proved that no power was given to the Church to set up any new 
doctrine, let us now treat of the power attributed to them in the 
interpretation of Scripture. We readily admit, that when any doctrine is 
brought under discussion, there is not a better or surer remedy than for a 
council of true bishops to meet and discuss the controverted point. There 
will be much more weight in a decision of this kind, to which the pastors of 
churches have agreed in common after invoking the Spirit of Christ, than if 
each, adopting it for himself, should deliver it to his people, or a few 
individuals should meet in private and decide. Secondly, When bishops 
have assembled in one place, they deliberate more conveniently in 
common, fixing both the doctrine and the form of teaching it, lest diversity 
give offence. Thirdly, Paul prescribes this method of determining doctrine. 
For when he gives the power of deciding to a single church, he shows what 
the course of procedure should be in more important cases—namely, that 
the churches together are to take common cognisance. And the very 
feeling of piety tells us, that if any one trouble the Church with some 
novelty in doctrine, and the matter be carried so far that there is danger of 
a greater dissension, the churches should first meet, examine the question, 
and at length, after due discussion, decide according to Scripture, which 
may both put an end to doubt in the people, and stop the mouths of wicked 
and restless men, so as to prevent the matter from proceeding farther. 
Thus when Arius arose, the Council of Nice was convened, and by its 
authority both crushed the wicked attempts of this impious man, and 
restored peace to the churches which he had vexed, and asserted the 
eternal divinity of Christ in opposition to his sacrilegious dogma. (IV, 9:13) 


7. The Church Can Impose Penances 


A third end of discipline is, that the sinner may be ashamed, and begin to 
repent of his turpitude. Hence it is for their interest also that their iniquity 
should be chastised, that whereas they would have become more obstinate 
by indulgence, they may be aroused by the rod. This the apostle intimates 
when he thus writes—“If any man obey not our word by this epistle, note 
that man, and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed” (2 


Thess. 3:14). Again, when he says that he had delivered the Corinthian to 
Satan, “that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus” (1 Cor. 
5:5); that is, as I interpret it, he gave him over to temporal condemnation, 
that he might be made safe for eternity. And he says that he gave him over 
to Satan because the devil is without the Church, as Christ is in the 
Church. Some interpret this of a certain infliction on the flesh, but this 
interpretation seems to me most improbable. (August. de Verb. Apostol. 
Serm. 68) (IV, 12:5) 


[S]ome sins are public, others private or secret. Public are those which are 
done not before one or two witnesses, but openly, and to the offence of the 
whole Church.... The former class requires not the different steps which 
Christ enumerates; but whenever anything of the kind occurs, the Church 
ought to do her duty by summoning the offender, and correcting him 
according to his fault.... Flagrant iniquities require a sharper remedy... 
This was the method observed by the ancient and purer Church, when 
legitimate government was in vigour. When any one was guilty of some 
flagrant iniquity, and thereby caused scandal, he was first ordered to 
abstain from participation in the sacred Supper, and thereafter to humble 
himself before God, and testify his penitence before the Church. There 
were, moreover, solemn rites, which, as indications of repentance, were 
wont to be prescribed to those who had lapsed. (IV, 12:6) 


So far was any one from being exempted from this discipline, that even 
princes submitted to it in common with their subjects; and justly, since it is 
the discipline of Christ, to whom all sceptres and diadems should be 
subject. Thus Theodosius, when excommunicated by Ambrose, because of 
the slaughter perpetrated at Thessalonica, laid aside all the royal insignia 
with which he was surrounded, and publicly in the Church bewailed the 
sin into which he had been betrayed by the fraud of others, with groans and 
tears imploring pardon. Great kings should not think it a disgrace to them 
to prostrate themselves suppliantly before Christ, the King of kings; nor 
ought they to be displeased at being judged by the Church. For seeing they 
seldom hear anything in their courts but mere flattery, the more necessary 
is it that the Lord should correct them by the mouth of his priests. (IV, 
12:7) 


The remaining part of discipline, which is not, strictly speaking, included 
in the power of the keys, is when pastors, according to the necessity of the 
times, exhort the people ... to other exercises of humiliation, repentance, 
and faith, the time, mode, and form of these not being prescribed by the 
Word of God, but left to the judgment of the Church. As the observance of 
this part of discipline is useful, so it was always used in the Church, even 
from the days of the apostles. (IV, 12:14) 


8. De Facto “Indulgences” (Relaxing Temporal Penalties) 


She looses him whom she receives into communion, because she makes 
him, as it were, a partaker of the unity which she has in Christ Jesus. Let no 
one, therefore, contumaciously despise the judgment of the Church, or 
account it a small matter that he is condemned by the suffrages of the 
faithful. The Lord testifies that such judgment of the faithful is nothing else 
than the promulgation of his own sentence, and that what they do on earth 
is ratified in heaven. For they have the word of God by which they 
condemn the perverse: they have the word by which they take back the 
penitent into favour. (IV, 11:2) 


For they act by the word of the Lord in condemning the perverse, and by 
the word of the Lord in taking the penitent back into favour (John 20:23). 
(IV, 12:4) 


This was the method observed by the ancient and purer Church, ... When 
the penitent had thus made satisfaction to the Church, he was received 
into favour by the laying on of hands. This admission often receives the 
name of peace from Cyprian, who briefly describes the form. “They act as 
penitents for a certain time, next they come to confession, and receive the 
right of communion by the laying on of hands of the bishop and clergy.’ 
Although the bishop with the clergy thus superintended the restoration of 
the penitent, the consent of the people was at the same time required, as he 
elsewhere explains. (IV, 12:6) 


It ought not, however, to be omitted, that the Church, in exercising 
severity, ought to accompany it with the spirit of meekness. For, as Paul 
enjoins, we must always take care that he on whom discipline is exercised 
be not “swallowed up with overmuch sorrow” (2 Cor. 2:7): for in this way, 


instead of cure there would be destruction. The rule of moderation will be 
best obtained from the end contemplated. For the object of 
excommunication being to bring the sinner to repentance ... (IV, 12:8) 


Cyprian, indeed, declares that it was not with his own will he was thus 
rigorous. “Our patience, facility, and humanity (he says, Lib. 1 Ep. 3), are 
ready to all who come. I wish all to be brought back into the Church: I wish 
all our fellow-soldiers to be contained within the camp of Christ and the 
mansions of God the Father. I forgive all; I disguise much; from an earnest 
desire of collecting the brotherhood, I do not minutely scrutinise all the 
faults which have been committed against God. I myself often err, by 
forgiving offences more than I ought. Those returning in repentance, and 
those confessing their sins with simple and humble satisfaction, I embrace 
with prompt and full delight’ Chrysostom, who is somewhat more severe, 
still speaks thus: “If God is so kind, why should his priest wish to appear 
austere?” We know, moreover, how indulgently Augustine treated the 
Donatists; not hesitating to admit any who returned from schism to their 
bishopric, as soon as they declared their repentance. (IV, 12:8) 


Hence, though ecclesiastical discipline does not allow us to be on familiar 
and intimate terms with excommunicated persons, still we ought to strive 
by all possible means to bring them to a better mind, and recover them to 
the fellowship and unity of the Church: as the apostle also says, “Yet count 
him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother” (2 Thess. 3:15). (IV, 
12:10) 


9. The Church Has the Power of Excommunication 


... the discipline of excommunication which has been committed to the 
Church. Now, the Church binds him whom she excommunicates, not by 
plunging him into eternal ruin and despair, but condemning his life and 
manners, and admonishing him, that, unless he repent, he is condemned. 
(IV, 11:2) 


Now this cannot be done without connecting with the office of the 
ministry a right of summoning those who are to be privately admonished 
or sharply rebuked, a right, moreover, of keeping back from the 
communion of the Lord’s Supper, those who cannot be admitted without 


profaning this high ordinance. Hence, when Paul elsewhere asks, “What 
have I to do to judge them also that are without?” (1 Cor. 5:12), he makes 
the members of the Church subject to censures for the correction of their 
vices, and intimates the existence of tribunals from which no believer is 
exempted. (IV, 11:5) 


Then does doctrine obtain force and authority, not only when the minister 
publicly expounds to all what they owe to Christ, but has the right and 
means of exacting this from those whom he may observe to be sluggish or 
disobedient to his doctrine. Should any one either perversely reject such 
admonitions, or by persisting in his faults, show that he contemns them, 
the injunction of Christ is, that after he has been a second time 
admonished before witnesses, he is to be summoned to the bar of the 
Church, which is the consistory of elders, and there admonished more 
sharply, as by public authority, that if he reverence the Church he may 
submit and obey (Mt. 18:15, 17). If even in this way he is not subdued, but 
persists in his iniquity, he is then, as a despiser of the Church, to be 
debarred from the society of believers. (IV, 12:2) 


Another distinction to be attended to is, that some sins are mere 
delinquencies, others crimes and flagrant iniquities. In correcting the 
latter, it is necessary to employ not only admonition or rebuke, but a 
sharper remedy, as Paul shows when he not only verbally rebukes the 
incestuous Corinthian, but punishes him with excommunication, as soon 
as he was informed of his crime (1 Cor. 5:4). Now then we begin better to 
perceive how the spiritual jurisdiction of the Church, which animadverts 
on sins according to the word of the Lord, is at once the best help to sound 
doctrine, the best foundation of order, and the best bond of unity. 
Therefore, when the Church banishes from its fellowship open adulterers, 
fornicators, thieves, robbers, the seditious, the perjured, false witnesses, 
and others of that description; likewise the contumacious, who, when duly 
admonished for lighter faults, hold God and his tribunal in derision, 
instead of arrogating to itself anything that is unreasonable, it exercises a 
jurisdiction which it has received from the Lord. (IV, 12:4) 


There are three ends to which the Church has respect in thus correcting 
and excommunicating. The first is, that God may not be insulted by the 


name of Christians being given to those who lead shameful and flagitious 
lives, ... Therefore that there may be nothing in the Church to bring 
disgrace on his sacred name, those whose turpitude might throw infamy on 
the name must be expelled from his family. (IV, 12:5) 


And here, also, regard must be had to the Lord’s Supper, which might he 
profaned by a promiscuous admission. For it is most true, that he who is 
entrusted with the dispensation of it, if he knowingly and willingly admits 
any unworthy person whom he ought and is able to repel, is as guilty of 
sacrilege as if he had cast the Lord’s body to dogs.... lest this most sacred 
mystery should be exposed to ignominy, great selection is required in 
dispensing it, and this cannot be except by the jurisdiction of the Church. 
(IV, 12:5) 


It is not sufficient verbally to rebuke him who, by some open act of evil 
example, has grievously offended the Church; but he ought for a time to be 
denied the communion of the Supper, until he gives proof of repentance. 
Paul does not merely administer a verbal rebuke to the Corinthian, but 
discards him from the Church, and reprimands the Corinthians for having 
borne with him so long (1 Cor. 5:5). (IV, 12:6) 


Nay, they ought rather to wish the priests not to spare them, in order that 
the Lord may spare. I here say nothing as to those by whom the jurisdiction 
ought to be exercised, because it has been said elsewhere (Chap. 11 sec. 5, 
6). I only add, that the legitimate course to be taken in excommunication, 
as shown by Paul, is not for the elders alone to act apart from others, but 
with the knowledge and approbation of the Church, so that the body of the 
people, without regulating the procedure, may, as witnesses and guardians, 
observe it, and prevent the few from doing anything capriciously. 
Throughout the whole procedure, in addition to invocation of the name of 
God, there should be a gravity bespeaking the presence of Christ, and 
leaving no room to doubt that he is presiding over his own tribunal. (IV, 
12:7) 


10. Excommunication is Not Damnation 


Such as have, therefore, been expelled from the Church, it belongs not to 
us to expunge from the number of the elect, or to despair of, as if they were 


already lost. We may lawfully judge them aliens from the Church, and so 
aliens from Christ, but only during the time of their excommunication. If 
then, also, they give greater evidence of petulance than of humility, still let 
us commit them to the judgment of the Lord, hoping better of them in 
future than we see at present, and not ceasing to pray to God for them. 
And (to sum up in one word) let us not consign to destruction their 
person, which is in the hand, and subject to the decision, of the Lord alone; 
but let us merely estimate the character of each man’s acts according to the 
law of the Lord. In following this rule, we abide by the divine judgment 
rather than give any judgment of our own. Let us not arrogate to ourselves 
greater liberty in judging, if we would not limit the power of God, and give 
the law to his mercy. Whenever it seems good to Him, the worst are 
changed into the best; aliens are ingrafted, and strangers are adopted into 
the Church. This the Lord does, that he may disappoint the thoughts of 
men, and confound their rashness; a rashness which, if not curbed, would 
usurp a power of judging to which it has no title. (IV, 12:9) 


For when our Saviour promises that what his servants bound on earth 
should be bound in heaven (Mt. 18:18), he confines the power of binding 
to the censure of the Church, which does not consign those who are 
excommunicated to perpetual ruin and damnation, but assures them, 
when they hear their life and manners condemned, that perpetual 
damnation will follow if they do not repent. Excommunication ... rebukes 
and animadverts upon his manners; and although it also punishes, it is to 
bring him to salvation, by forewarning him of his future doom. (IV, 12:10) 


11. Authority of the Clergy 


We see the mode of doing it expressed; the preaching of celestial doctrine is 
committed to pastors. We see that all without exception are brought into 
the same order, that they may with meek and docile spirit allow themselves 
to be governed by teachers appointed for this purpose.... But as anciently 
he did not confine himself to the law merely, but added priests as 
interpreters, from whose lips the people might inquire after his true 
meaning, so in the present day he would not only have us to be attentive to 
reading, but has appointed masters to give us their assistance. In this there 
is a twofold advantage. For, on the one hand, he by an admirable test 


proves our obedience when we listen to his ministers just as we would to 
himself; ... How well this familiar mode of teaching is suited to us all the 
godly are aware, from the dread with which the divine majesty justly 
inspires them. Those who think that the authority of the doctrine is 
impaired by the insignificance of the men who are called to teach, betray 
their ingratitude; for among the many noble endowments with which God 
has adorned the human race, one of the most remarkable is, that he deigns 
to consecrate the mouths and tongues of men to his service, making his 
own voice to be heard in them. Wherefore, let us not on our part decline 
obediently to embrace the doctrine of salvation, delivered by his command 
and mouth; because, although the power of God is not confined to external 
means, he has, however, confined us to his ordinary method of teaching, 
which method, when fanatics refuse to observe, they entangle themselves 
in many fatal snares.... Wherefore, in order that the pure simplicity of the 
faith may flourish among us, let us not decline to use this exercise of piety, 
which God by his institution of it has shown to be necessary, and which he 
so highly recommends. None, even among the most petulant of men, 
would venture to say, that we are to shut our ears against God, but in all 
ages prophets and pious teachers have had a difficult contest to maintain 
with the ungodly, whose perverseness cannot submit to the yoke of being 
taught by the lips and ministry of men. (IV, 1:5) 


But when a feeble man, sprung from the dust, speaks in the name of God, 
we give the best proof of our piety and obedience, by listening with docility 
to his servant, though not in any respect our superior. Accordingly, he 
hides the treasure of his heavenly wisdom in frail earthen vessels (2 Cor. 
4:7), that he may have a more certain proof of the estimation in which it is 
held by us. Moreover, nothing was fitter to cherish mutual charity than to 
bind men together by this tie, appointing one of them as a pastor to teach 
the others who are enjoined to be disciples, and receive the common 
doctrine from a single mouth. (IV, 3:1) 


By these words he shows that the ministry of men, which God employs in 
governing the Church, is a principal bond by which believers are kept 
together in one body. He also intimates, that the Church cannot be kept 
safe, unless supported by those guards to which the Lord has been pleased 
to commit its safety.... Whoever, therefore, studies to abolish this order 


and kind of government of which we speak, or disparages it as of minor 
importance, plots the devastation, or rather the ruin and destruction, of 
the Church. For neither are the light and heat of the sun, nor meat and 
drink, so necessary to sustain and cherish the present life, as is the 
apostolical and pastoral office to preserve a Church in the earth. (IV, 3:2) 


These and similar passages should have the effect of preventing that 
method of governing and maintaining the Church by ministers, a method 
which the Lord has ratified for ever, from seeming worthless in our eyes, 
and at length becoming obsolete by contempt. How very necessary it is, he 
has declared not only by words but also by examples. (IV, 3:3) 


Nor is this a human invention. It is an ordinance of God. For we read that 
Paul and Barnabas appointed presbyters over each of the churches of 
Lystra, Antioch, and Iconium (Acts 14:23); and Paul himself enjoins Titus 
to ordain presbyters in every town (Tit. 1:5). (IV, 3:7) 


From the beginning, therefore, each church had its senate, composed of 
pious, grave, and venerable men, in whom was lodged the power of 
correcting faults. Of this power we shall afterwards speak. Moreover, 
experience shows that this arrangement was not confined to one age, and 
therefore we are to regard the office of government as necessary for all 
ages. (IV, 3:8) 


Let no man, however, understand me as if I were desirous in everything 
rashly and unreservedly to overthrow the authority of pastors. (IV, 9:5) 


12. Pastors Are Called and in Some Sense 
“Ordained” 


Now seeing that in the sacred assembly all things ought to be done decently 
and in order (1 Cor. 14:40), there is nothing in which this ought to be more 
carefully observed than in settling government, irregularity in any respect 
being nowhere more perilous. Wherefore, lest restless and turbulent men 
should presumptuously push themselves forward to teach or rule (an event 
which actually was to happen), it was expressly provided that no one 
should assume a public office in the Church without a call (Heb. 5:4; Jer. 
17:16). Therefore, if any one would be deemed a true minister of the 


Church, he must first be duly called; and, secondly, he must answer to his 
calling; that is, undertake and execute the office assigned to him. This may 
often be observed in Paul, who, when he would approve his apostleship, 
almost always alleges a call, together with his fidelity in discharging the 
office. (IV, 3:10) 


The subject is comprehended under four heads—viz. who are to be 
appointed ministers, in what way, by whom, and with what rite or initiatory 
ceremony. I am speaking of the external and formal call which relates to the 
public order of the Church, while I say nothing of that secret call of which 
every minister is conscious before God, but has not the Church as a 
witness of it; I mean, the good testimony of our heart, that we undertake 
the offered office neither from ambition nor avarice, nor any other selfish 
feeling, but a sincere fear of God and desire to edify the Church. This, as I 
have said, is indeed necessary for every one of us, if we would approve our 
ministry to God. Still, however, a man may have been duly called by the 
Church, though he may have accepted with a bad conscience, provided his 
wickedness is not manifest. It is usual also to say, that private men are 
called to the ministry when they seem fit and apt to discharge it; that is, 
because learning, conjoined with piety and the other endowments of a 
good pastor, is a kind of preparation for the office. (IV, 3:11) 


It remains to consider the form of ordination, to which we have assigned 
the last place in the call (see chap. 4, sec. 14, 15). It is certain, that when 
the apostles appointed any one to the ministry, they used no other 
ceremony than the laying on of hands. This form was derived, I think, from 
the custom of the Jews, who, by the laying on of hands, in a manner 
presented to God whatever they wished to be blessed and consecrated. 
Thus Jacob, when about to bless Ephraim and Manasseh, placed his hands 
upon their heads (Gen. 48:14). The same thing was done by our Lord, 
when he prayed over the little children (Mt. 19:15). With the same intent 
(as I imagine), the Jews, according to the injunction of the law, laid hands 
upon their sacrifices. Wherefore, the apostles, by the laying on of hands, 
intimated that they made an offering to God of him whom they admitted 
to the ministry; though they also did the same thing over those on whom 
they conferred the visible gifts of the Spirit (Acts 8:17; 19:6). However this 
be, it was the regular form, whenever they called any one to the sacred 


ministry. In this way they consecrated pastors and teachers; in this way 
they consecrated deacons. But though there is no fixed precept concerning 
the laying on of hands, yet as we see that it was uniformly observed by the 
apostles, this careful observance ought to be regarded by us in the light of a 
precept (see chap. 14, sec. 20; chap. 19, sec. 31). And it is certainly useful, 
that by such a symbol the dignity of the ministry should be commended to 
the people, and he who is ordained, reminded that he is no longer his own, 
but is bound in service to God and the Church. Besides, it will not prove an 
empty sign, if it be restored to its genuine origin. For if the Spirit of God 
has not instituted anything in the Church in vain, this ceremony of his 
appointment we shall feel not to be useless, provided it be not 
superstitiously abused. Lastly, it is to observed, that it was not the whole 
people, but only pastors, who laid hands on ministers, though it is 
uncertain whether or not several always laid their hands: it is certain, that 
in the case of the deacons, it was done by Paul and Barnabas, and some few 
others (Acts 6:6; 13:3). But in another place, Paul mentions that he 
himself, without any others, laid hands on Timothy. “Wherefore, I put 
thee in remembrance, that thou stir up the gift of God which is in thee, by 
the putting on of my hands” (2 Tim. 1:6). For what is said in the First 
Epistle, of the laying on of the hands of the presbytery, I do not understand as 
if Paul were speaking of the college of Elders. By the expression, I 
understand the ordination itself; as if he had said, Act so, that the gift 
which you received by the laying on of hands, when I made you a presbyter, 
may not be in vain. (IV, 3:16) 


13. Pastors Are in Some Sense Successors of the 
Apostles 


[A]ll ecclesiastical officers may be properly called apostles, because they 
are all sent by the Lord and are his messengers ... pastors (except that each 
has the government of a particular church assigned to him) have the same 
function as apostles. The nature of this function let us now see still more 


clearly. (IV, 3:5) 


Such is the sacred, inviolable, and perpetual law, enjoined on those who 
succeed to the place of the apostles,—they receive a commission to preach 


the Gospel and administer the sacraments. Whence we infer that those 
who neglect both of these falsely pretend to the office of apostles. But what 
shall we say of pastors? Paul speaks not of himself only but of all pastors, 
when he says, “Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and 
stewards of the mysteries of God” (I Cor. 4:1).... What Paul says of himself 
is applicable to all pastors: “For though I preach the Gospel, I have nothing 
to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me if I preach not 
the Gospel” (I Cor. 4:16). In short, what the apostles did to the whole 
world, every pastor should do to the flock over which he is appointed. (IV, 
3:6) 


Therefore, it is here necessary to remember, that whatever authority and 
dignity the Holy Spirit in Scripture confers on priests, or prophets, or 
apostles, or successors of Apostles, is wholly given not to men themselves, 
but to the ministry to which they are appointed; or, to speak more plainly, 
to the word, to the ministry of which they are appointed. For were we to go 
over the whole in order, we should find that they were not invested with 
authority to teach or give responses, save in the name and word of the 
Lord. For whenever they are called to office, they are enjoined not to bring 
anything of their own, but to speak by the mouth of the Lord. (IV, 8:2) 


14. The Primacy of Peter Among the Disciples 


One was chief among the apostles, ... That twelve had one among them to 
direct all is nothing strange. Nature admits, the human mind requires, that 
in every meeting, though all are equal in power, there should be one as a 
kind of moderator to whom the others should look up. There is no senate 
without a consul, no bench of judges without a president or chancellor, no 
college without a provost, no company without a master. Thus there would 
be no absurdity were we to confess that the apostles had conferred such a 
primacy on Peter. (IV, 6:8) 


15. Apostolic Deposit: Nothing Essential Ever 
Added 


But when at length the Wisdom of God was manifested in the flesh, he 
fully unfolded to us all that the human mind can comprehend, or ought to 


think of the heavenly Father. Now, therefore, since Christ, the Sun of 
Righteousness, has arisen, we have the perfect refulgence of divine truth, 
like the brightness of noon-day, whereas the light was previously dim. It 
was no ordinary blessing which the apostle intended to publish when he 
wrote: “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners, spake in time 
past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto 
us by his Son” (Heb. 1:1, 2); for he intimates, nay, openly declares, that God 
will not henceforth, as formerly, speak by this one and by that one, that he 
will not add prophecy to prophecy, or revelation to revelation, but has so 
completed all the parts of teaching in the Son, that it is to be regarded as 
his last and eternal testimony. For which reason, the whole period of the 
new dispensation, from the time when Christ appeared to us with the 
preaching of his Gospel, until the day of judgment, is designated by the last 
hour, the last times, the last days, that, contented with the perfection of 
Christ's doctrine, we may learn to frame no new doctrine for ourselves, or 
admit any one devised by others. (IV, 8:7) 


We conclude, therefore, that it does not now belong to faithful ministers to 
coin some new doctrine, but simply to adhere to the doctrine to which all, 
without exception, are made subject. When I say this, I mean to show not 
only what each individual, but what the whole Church, is bound to do.... 
the reason to which we ought here to have regard is universal: God 
deprives man of the power of producing any new doctrine, in order that he 
alone may be our master in spiritual teaching, as he alone is true, and can 
neither lie nor deceive. This reason applies not less to the whole Church 
than to every individual believer. (IV, 8:9) 


Having proved that no power was given to the Church to set up any new 
doctrine, ... (IV, 9:13) 


16. Sacred, Passed-Down Tradition in Some Sense 


From this fountain Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and others, drew 
all the heavenly doctrine which they possessed. From the same fountain all 
the prophets also drew all the heavenly oracles which they published. For 
this wisdom did not always display itself in one manner. With the 
patriarchs he employed secret revelations, but, at the same time, in order 


to confirm these, had recourse to signs so as to make it impossible for them 
to doubt that it was God that spake to them. What the patriarchs received 
they handed down to posterity, for God had, in depositing it with them, 
bound them thus to propagate it, while their children and descendants 
knew by the inward teaching of God, that what they heard was of heaven 
and not of earth. (IV, 8:5) 


But when God determined to give a more illustrious form to the Church, 
he was pleased to commit and consign his word to writing, that the priests 
might there seek what they were to teach the people, and every doctrine 
delivered be brought to it as a test (Mal. 2:7). Accordingly, after the 
promulgation of the Law, when the priests are enjoined to teach from the 
mouth of the Lord, the meaning is, that they are not to teach anything 
extraneous or alien to that kind of doctrine which God had summed up in 
the Law, while it was unlawful for them to add to it or take from it. Next 
followed the prophets, by whom God published the new oracles which 
were added to the Law, not so new, however, but that they flowed from the 
Law, and had respect to it. For in so far as regards doctrine, they were only 
interpreters of the Law, adding nothing to it but predictions of future 
events. (IV, 8:6) 


But if this guardianship consists in the ministry of the Prophets and 
Apostles, it follows, that the whole depends upon this—viz. that the word 
of the Lord is faithfully preserved and maintained in purity. (IV, 8:12) 


17. Development of Doctrine 


Does not the law which was once given to the Church endure for ever? 
“What things soever I command you, observe to do it: thou shalt not add 
thereto, nor diminish from it” (Deut. 12:32). And in another place, “Add 
thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar” 
(Prov. 30:6). Since they cannot deny that this was said to the Church, what 
else do they proclaim but their contumacy, when, notwithstanding of such 
prohibitions, they profess to add to the doctrine of God, and dare to 
intermingle their own with it?... the whole Church is forbidden to add to, 
or take from the word of God, in relation to his worship and salutary 
precepts. But that was said merely of the Law, which was succeeded by the 


Prophets and the whole Gospel dispensation! This I admit, but I at the 
same time add, that these are fulfilments of the Law, rather than additions 
or diminutions. Now, if the Lord does not permit anything to be added to, 
or taken from the ministry of Moses, though wrapt up, if I may so speak, in 
many folds of obscurity, until he furnish a clearer doctrine by his servants 
the Prophets, and at last by his beloved Son, why should we not suppose 
that we are much more strictly prohibited from making any addition to the 
Law, the Prophets, the Psalms, and the Gospel? The Lord cannot forget 
himself, and it is long since he declared that nothing is so offensive to him 
as to be worshipped by human inventions. (IV, 10:17) 


18. Holy and Sacred Places 


It was inconsiderate in Xerxes when, by the advice of the magians, he 
burnt or pulled down all the temples of Greece, because he thought it 
absurd that God, to whom all things ought to be free and open, should be 
enclosed by walls and roofs, as if it were not in the power of God in a 
manner to descend to us, that he may be near to us, and yet neither change 
his place nor affect us by earthly means, but rather, by a kind of vehicles, 
raise us aloft to his own heavenly glory, which, with its immensity, fills all 
things, and in height is above the heavens. (IV, 1:5) 


19. Sinners in the Visible Church 


In this Church there is a very large mixture of hypocrites, who have 
nothing of Christ but the name and outward appearance: of ambitious, 
avaricious, envious, evil-speaking men, some also of impurer lives, who are 
tolerated for a time, either because their guilt cannot be legally established, 
or because due strictness of discipline is not always observed. Hence, as it 
is necessary to believe the invisible Church, which is manifest to the eye of 
God only, so we are also enjoined to regard this Church which is so called 
with reference to man, and to cultivate its communion. (IV, 1:7) 


For it may happen in practice that those whom we deem not altogether 
worthy of the fellowship of believers, we yet ought to treat as brethren, and 
regard as believers, on account of the common consent of the Church in 
tolerating and bearing with them in the body of Christ. Such persons we do 


not approve by our suffrage as members of the Church, but we leave them 
the place which they hold among the people of God, until they are 
legitimately deprived of it. (IV, 1:9) 


When we say that the pure ministry of the word and pure celebration of 
the sacraments is a fit pledge and earnest, so that we may safely recognise a 
church in every society in which both exist, our meaning is, that we are 
never to discard it so long as these remain, though it may otherwise teem 
with numerous faults. (IV, 1:12) 


Still those of whom we have spoken sin in their turn, by not knowing how 
to set bounds to their offence. For where the Lord requires mercy they 
omit it, and give themselves up to immoderate severity. Thinking there is 
no church where there is not complete purity and integrity of conduct, 
they, through hatred of wickedness, withdraw from a genuine church, 
while they think they are shunning the company of the ungodly. They 
allege that the Church of God is holy. But that they may at the same time 
understand that it contains a mixture of good and bad, let them hear from 
the lips of our Saviour that parable in which he compares the Church to a 
net in which all kinds of fishes are taken, but not separated until they are 
brought ashore. Let them hear it compared to a field which, planted with 
good seed, is by the fraud of an enemy mingled with tares, and is not freed 
of them until the harvest is brought into the barn. Let them hear, in fine, 
that it is a thrashing-floor in which the collected wheat lies concealed 
under the chaff, until, cleansed by the fanners and the sieve, it is at length 
laid up in the granary. If the Lord declares that the Church will labour 
under the defect of being burdened with a multitude of wicked until the 
day of judgment, it is in vain to look for a church altogether free from 
blemish (Mt. 13). (IV, 1:13) 


They exclaim that it is impossible to tolerate the vice which everywhere 
stalks abroad like a pestilence. What if the apostle’s sentiment applies here 
also? Among the Corinthians it was not a few that erred, but almost the 
whole body had become tainted; there was not one species of sin merely, 
but a multitude, and those not trivial errors, but some of them execrable 
crimes. There was not only corruption in manners, but also in doctrine. 
What course was taken by the holy apostle, in other words, by the organ of 


the heavenly Spirit, by whose testimony the Church stands and falls? Does 
he seek separation from them? Does he discard them from the kingdom of 
Christ? Does he strike them with the thunder of a final anathema? He not 
only does none of these things, but he acknowledges and heralds them as a 
Church of Christ, and a society of saints. If the Church remains among the 
Corinthians, where envyings, divisions, and contentions rage; where 
quarrels, lawsuits, and avarice prevail; where a crime, which even the 
Gentiles would execrate, is openly approved; where the name of Paul, 
whom they ought to have honoured as a father, is petulantly assailed; 
where some hold the resurrection of the dead in derision, though with it 
the whole gospel must fall; where the gifts of God are made subservient to 
ambition, not to charity; where many things are done neither decently nor 
in order: If there the Church still remains, simply because the ministration 
of word and sacrament is not rejected, who will presume to deny the title 
of church to those to whom a tenth part of these crimes cannot be 
imputed? How, I ask, would those who act so morosely against present 
churches have acted to the Galatians, who had done all but abandon the 
gospel (Gal. 1:6), and yet among them the same apostle found churches? 
(IV, 1:14) 


But although the Church fail in her duty, it does not therefore follow that 
every private individual is to decide the question of separation for himself. 
I deny not that it is the duty of a pious man to withdraw from all private 
intercourse with the wicked, and not entangle himself with them by any 
voluntary tie; but it is one thing to shun the society of the wicked, and 
another to renounce the communion of the Church through hatred of 
them. (IV, 1:15) 


Since they also argue that there is good reason for the Church being called 
holy, it is necessary to consider what the holiness is in which it excels, lest 
by refusing to acknowledge any church, save one that is completely perfect, 
we leave no church at all. It is true, indeed, as Paul says, that Christ “loved 
the church, and gave himself for it, that he might sanctify and cleanse it 
with the washing of water by the word, that he might present it to himself 
a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it 


should be holy and without blemish” (Eph. 5:25—27). (IV, 1:17) 


Well, therefore, does Cyprian say, “Although tares or unclean vessels are 
seen in the Church, that is no reason why we ourselves should withdraw 
from the Church; we must only labour that we may be able to be wheat; we 
must give our endeavour, and strive as far as we can, to be vessels of gold or 
silver. But to break the earthen vessels belongs to the Lord alone, to whom 
a rod of iron has been given: let no one arrogate to himself what is peculiar 
to the Son alone, and think himself sufficient to winnow the floor and 
cleanse the chaff, and separate all the tares by human judgment. What 
depraved zeal thus assumes to itself is proud obstinacy and sacrilegious 
presumption” (Cyprian, Lib. 3 Ep. 5). Let both points, therefore, be 
regarded as fixed; first, that there is no excuse for him who spontaneously 
abandons the external communion of a church in which the word of God is 
preached and the sacraments are administered; secondly, that 
notwithstanding of the faults of a few or of many, there is nothing to 
prevent us from there duly professing our faith in the ordinances instituted 
by God, because a pious conscience is not injured by the unworthiness of 
another, whether he be a pastor or a private individual; and sacred rites are 
not less pure and salutary to a man who is holy and upright, from being at 
the same time handled by the impure. (IV, 1:19) 


Their moroseness and pride proceed even to greater lengths. Refusing to 
acknowledge any church that is not pure from the minutest blemish, ... 
(IV, 1:20) 


What shall we say to the fact, that occasionally whole churches have been 
implicated in the grossest sins, and yet Paul, instead of giving them over to 
destruction, rather mercifully extricated them? The defection of the 
Galatians was no trivial fault; the Corinthians were still less excusable, the 
iniquities prevailing among them being more numerous and not less 
heinous, yet neither are excluded from the mercy of the Lord. Nay, the 
very persons who had sinned above others in uncleanness and fornication 
are expressly invited to repentance. The covenant of the Lord remains, and 
ever will remain, inviolable, that covenant which he solemnly ratified with 
Christ the true Solomon, and his members, in these words: “If his children 
forsake my law, and walk not in my judgments; if they break my statutes, 
and keep not my commandments; then will I visit their transgression with 


the rod, and their iniquity with stripes. Nevertheless, my loving-kindness 
will I not utterly take from him” (Ps. 89:30-33). (IV, 1:27) 


[F]or we have shown, first, that wherever it exists entire and unimpaired, 
no errors of conduct, no defects should prevent us from giving the name of 
Church; ... (IV, 2:1) 


20. Denominations and Schism Ruled Out 


Hence the Church is called Catholic or Universal (August. Ep. 48), for two 
or three cannot be invented without dividing Christ; and this is impossible. 
All the elect of God are so joined together in Christ, that as they depend 
on one head, so they are as it were compacted into one body, being knit 
together like its different members; made truly one by living together 
under the same Spirit of God in one faith, hope, and charity, called not 
only to the same inheritance of eternal life, but to participation in one God 
and Christ. (IV, 1:2) 


Still a community is asserted, such as Luke describes when he says, “The 
multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul” (Acts 
4:32); and Paul, when he reminds the Ephesians, “There is one body, and 
one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling” (Eph. 4:4). For 
if they are truly persuaded that God is the common Father of them all, and 
Christ their common head, they cannot but be united together in 
brotherly love, and mutually impart their blessings to each other. (IV, 1:3) 


Pride, or fastidiousness, or emulation, induces many to persuade 
themselves that they can profit sufficiently by reading and meditating in 
private, and thus to despise public meetings, and deem preaching 
superfluous. But since as much as in them lies they loose or burst the 
sacred bond of unity, none of them escapes the just punishment of this 
impious divorce, but become fascinated with pestiferous errors, and the 
foulest delusions.... For no other reason were believers anciently enjoined 
to seek the face of God in the sanctuary (Ps. 105:4) (an injunction so often 
repeated in the Law), than because the doctrine of the Law, and the 
exhortations of the prophets, were to them a living image of God. Thus 
Paul declares, that in his preaching the glory of God shone in the face of 
Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 4:6). The more detestable are the apostates who 


delight in producing schisms in churches, just as if they wished to drive the 
sheep from the fold, and throw them into the jaws of wolves. (IV, 1:5) 


[W]hen the preaching of the gospel is reverently heard, and the 
sacraments are not neglected, there for the time the face of the Church 
appears without deception or ambiguity and no man may with impunity 
spurn her authority, or reject her admonitions, or resist her counsels, or 
make sport of her censures, far less revolt from her, and violate her unity 
(see Chap. 2 sec. 1, 10, and Chap. 8 sec. 12). For such is the value which the 
Lord sets on the communion of his Church, that all who contumaciously 
alienate themselves from any Christian society, in which the true ministry 
of his word and sacraments is maintained, he regards as deserters of 
religion.... Moreover, no mean praise is conferred on the Church when she 
is said to have been chosen and set apart by Christ as his spouse, “not 
having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing” (Eph. 5:27), as “his body, the 
fulness of him that filleth all in all” (Eph. 1:23). Whence it follows, that 
revolt from the Church is denial of God and Christ. Wherefore there is the 
more necessity to beware of a dissent so iniquitous; for seeing by it we aim 
as far as in us lies at the destruction of God’s truth, we deserve to be 
crushed by the full thunder of his anger. No crime can be imagined more 
atrocious than that of sacrilegiously and perfidiously violating the sacred 
marriage which the only begotten Son of God has condescended to 
contract with us. (IV, 1:10) 


How perilous, then, nay, how fatal the temptation, when we even entertain 
a thought of separating ourselves from that assembly in which are beheld 
the signs and badges which the Lord has deemed sufficient to characterise 
his Church! We see how great caution should be employed in both 
respects. That we may not be imposed upon by the name of Church, every 
congregation which claims the name must be brought to that test as to a 
Lydian stone. (IV, 1:11) 


Accordingly, those who are the most forward, and, as it were, leaders in 
producing revolt from the Church, have, for the most part, no other motive 
than to display their own superiority by despising all other men. Well and 
wisely, therefore, does Augustine say, “Seeing that pious reason and the 
mode of ecclesiastical discipline ought specially to regard the unity of the 


Spirit in the bond of peace, which the Apostle enjoins us to keep, by 
bearing with one another (for if we keep it not, the application of medicine 
is not only superfluous, but pernicious, and therefore proves to be no 
medicine); those bad sons who, not from hatred of other men’s iniquities, 
but zeal for their own contentions, attempt altogether to draw away, or at 
least to divide, weak brethren ensnared by the glare of their name, while 
swollen with pride, stuffed with petulance, insidiously calumnious, and 
turbulently seditious, use the cloak of a rigorous severity, that they may not 
seem devoid of the light of truth, and pervert to sacrilegious schism, and 
purposes of excision, those things which are enjoined in the Holy 
Scriptures (due regard being had to sincere love, and the unity of peace), to 
correct a brother’s faults by the appliance of a moderate cure” (August. 
Cont. Parmen. cap. 1). To the pious and placid his advice is, mercifully to 
correct what they can, and to bear patiently with what they cannot correct, 
in love lamenting and mourning until God either reform or correct, or at 
the harvest root up the tares, and scatter the chaff (Ibid. cap. 2). Let all the 
godly study to provide themselves with these weapons, lest, while they 
deem themselves strenuous and ardent defenders of righteousness, they 
revolt from the kingdom of heaven, which is the only kingdom of 
righteousness. For as God has been pleased that the communion of his 
Church shall be maintained in this external society, any one who, from 
hatred of the ungodly, violates the bond of this society, enters on a 
downward course, in which he incurs great danger of cutting himself off 
from the communion of saints. Let them reflect, that in a numerous body 
there are several who may escape their notice, and yet are truly righteous 
and innocent in the eyes of the Lord. Let them reflect, that of those who 
seem diseased, there are many who are far from taking pleasure or 
flattering themselves in their faults, and who, ever and anon aroused by a 
serious fear of the Lord, aspire to greater integrity. Let them reflect, that 
they have no right to pass judgment on a man for one act, since the holiest 
sometimes make the most grievous fall. Let them reflect, that in the 
ministry of the word and participation of the sacraments, the power to 
collect the Church is too great to be deprived of all its efficacy, by the fault 
of some ungodly men. Lastly, let them reflect, that in estimating the 
Church, divine is of more force than human judgment. (IV, 1:16) 


In the people, the rulers, and the priests, corruption prevailed to such a 
degree, that Isaiah hesitates not to liken Jerusalem to Sodom and 
Gomorrah (Isa. 1:10). Religion was partly despised, partly adulterated, 
while in regard to morals, we everywhere meet with accounts of theft, 
robbery, perfidy, murder, and similar crimes. The prophets, however, did 
not therefore either form new churches for themselves, or erect new altars 
on which they might have separate sacrifices, but whatever their 
countrymen might be, reflecting that the Lord had deposited his word with 
them, and instituted the ceremonies by which he was then worshipped, 
they stretched out pure hands to him, though amid the company of the 
ungodly. Certainly, had they thought that they thereby contracted any 
pollution, they would have died a hundred deaths sooner than suffered 
themselves to be dragged thither. Nothing, therefore, prevented them from 
separating themselves, but a desire of preserving unity. But if the holy 
prophets felt no obligation to withdraw from the Church on account of the 
very numerous and heinous crimes, not of one or two individuals, but 
almost of the whole people, we arrogate too much to ourselves, if we 
presume forthwith to withdraw from the communion of the Church, 
because the lives of all accord not with our judgment, or even with the 
Christian profession. (IV, 1:18) 


Similar, in the present day, is the conduct of the Anabaptists, who, 
acknowledging no assembly of Christ unless conspicuous in all respects for 
angelic perfection, under pretence of zeal overthrow everything which 
tends to edification. “Such (says Augustin. contra Parmen. Lib. 3 c. 4), not 
from hatred of other men’s iniquity, but zeal for their own disputes, 
ensnaring the weak by the credit of their name, attempt to draw them 
entirely away, or at least to separate them; swollen with pride, raving with 
petulance, insidious in calumny, turbulent in sedition. That it may not be 
seen how void they are of the light of truth, they cover themselves with the 
shadow of a stern severity: the correction of a brother’s fault, which in 
Scripture is enjoined to be done with moderation, without impairing the 
sincerity of love or breaking the bond of peace, they pervert to sacrilegious 
schism and purposes of excision. Thus Satan transforms himself into an 
angel of light (2 Cor. 11:14) when, under pretext of a just severity, he 
persuades to savage cruelty, desiring nothing more than to violate and 


burst the bond of unity and peace; because, when it is maintained, all his 
power of mischief is feeble, his wily traps are broken, and his schemes of 
subversion vanish.’ (IV, 12:12) 


21. Roman Primacy in Some Sense in the Early 
Church 


I deny not that the early Christians uniformly give high honour to the 
Roman Church, and speak of it with reverence. This, I think, is owing 
chiefly to three causes. The opinion which had prevailed (I know not how), 
that that Church was founded and constituted by the ministry of Peter, 
had great effect in procuring influence and authority. Hence, in the East, it 
was, as a mark of honour, designated the Apostolic See. Secondly, as the 
seat of empire was there, and it was for this reason to be presumed, that 
the most distinguished for learning, prudence, skill, and experience, were 
there more than elsewhere, account was justly taken of the circumstance, 
lest the celebrity of the city, and the much more excellent gifts of God also, 
might seem to be despised. To these was added a third cause, that when the 
churches of the East, of Greece and of Africa, were kept in a constant 
turmoil by differences of opinion, the Church of Rome was calmer and less 
troubled. To this it was owing, that pious and holy bishops, when driven 
from their sees, often betook themselves to Rome as an asylum or haven. 
For as the people of the West are of a less acute and versatile turn of mind 
than those of Asia or Africa, so they are less desirous of innovations. It 
therefore added very great authority to the Roman Church, that in those 
dubious times it was not so much unsettled as others, and adhered more 
firmly to the doctrine once delivered, as shall immediately be better 
explained. For these three causes, I say, she was held in no ordinary 
estimation, and received many distinguished testimonies from ancient 
writers. (IV, 6:16) 


22. Semblance of Remaining Christianity in 
Catholicism 


Therefore, while we are unwilling simply to concede the name of Church to 
the Papists, we do not deny that there are churches among them.... In one 


word, I call them churches, inasmuch as the Lord there wondrously 
preserves some remains of his people, though miserably torn and scattered, 
and inasmuch as some symbols of the Church still remain—symbols 
especially whose efficacy neither the craft of the devil nor human depravity 
can destroy. (IV, 2:12) 


Chapter Six 


VI. Agreement on Salvation (Soteriology), Justification, 
Sanctification, and the Spiritual Life 


1. Good Works as the Necessary Proof of True 
Saving Faith 


Although we have already in some measure shown how faith possesses 
Christ, and gives us the enjoyment of his benefits, the subject would still be 
obscure were we not to add an exposition of the effects resulting from it. 
The sum of the Gospel is, not without good reason, made to consist in 
repentance and forgiveness of sins; and, therefore, where these two heads 
are omitted, any discussion concerning faith will be meager and defective, 
and indeed almost useless. Now, since Christ confers upon us, and we 
obtain by faith, both free reconciliation and newness of life, reason and 
order require that I should here begin to treat of both. The shortest 
transition, however, will be from faith to repentance; for repentance being 
properly understood it will better appear how a man is justified freely by 
faith alone, and yet that holiness of life, real holiness, as it is called, is 
inseparable from the free imputation of righteousness. That repentance 
not only always follows faith, but is produced by it, ought to be without 
controversy (see Calvin in Joann. 1:13). For since pardon and forgiveness 
are offered by the preaching of the Gospel, in order that the sinner, 
delivered from the tyranny of Satan, the yoke of sin, and the miserable 
bondage of iniquity, may pass into the kingdom of God, it is certain that no 
man can embrace the grace of the Gospel without retaking himself from 
the errors of his former life into the right path, and making it his whole 
study to practice repentance. Those who think that repentance precedes 
faith instead of flowing from, or being produced by it, as the fruit by the 
tree, have never understood its nature, and are moved to adopt that view 
on very insufficient grounds. (III, 3:1) 


We can now understand what are the fruits of repentance—viz. offices of 
piety towards God, and love towards men, general holiness and purity of 
life. In short, the more a man studies to conform his life to the standard of 
the divine law, the surer signs he gives of his repentance. Accordingly, the 
Spirit, in exhorting us to repentance, brings before us at one time each 
separate precept of the law; at another the duties of the second table; 
although there are also passages in which, after condemning impurity in its 
fountain in the heart, he afterwards descends to external marks, by which 
repentance is proved to be sincere. (III, 3:16) 


[D]o we not see that the Lord justifies his people freely, and at the same 
time renews them to true holiness by the sanctification of his Spirit? (III, 


3:19) 


But we forbid no believer to confirm and support this faith by the signs of 
the divine favor towards him. For if when we call to mind the gifts which 
God has bestowed upon us, they are like rays of the divine countenance, by 
which we are enabled to behold the highest light of his goodness; much 
more is this the case with the gift of good works, which shows that we have 
received the Spirit of adoption. (III, 14:18) 


(T]he fruits of their calling convince them that the Lord has admitted 
them to a place among his children.... the fruits of regeneration furnish 
them with a proof of the Holy Spirit dwelling in them, ... (III, 14:19) 


Our last sentence may refute the impudent calumny of certain ungodly 
men, who charge us, first, with destroying good works ... The allegation is 
that justification by faith destroys good works.... that when faith is so 
highly extolled, works are deprived of their proper place. But what if they 
are rather ennobled and established? We dream not of a faith which is 
devoid of good works, nor of a justification which can exist without them: 
the only difference is, that while we acknowledge that faith and works are 
necessarily connected, we, however, place justification in faith, not in 
works.... This faith, however, you cannot apprehend without at the same 
time apprehending sanctification; for Christ “is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption,’ (1 Cor. 1:30). Christ, 
therefore, justifies no man without also sanctifying him. These blessings 
are conjoined by a perpetual and inseparable tie. Those whom he 


enlightens by his wisdom he redeems; whom he redeems he justifies; whom 
he justifies he sanctifies. But as the question relates only to justification and 
sanctification, to them let us confine ourselves. Though we distinguish 
between them, they are both inseparably comprehended in Christ. Would 
ye then obtain justification in Christ? You must previously possess Christ. 
But you cannot possess him without being made a partaker of his 
sanctification: for Christ cannot be divided. Since the Lord, therefore, does 
not grant us the enjoyment of these blessings without bestowing himself, 
he bestows both at once but never the one without the other. Thus it 
appears how true it is that we are justified not without, and yet not by 
works, since in the participation of Christ, by which we are justified, is 
contained not less sanctification than justification. (III, 16:1) 


2. Progressive Sanctification 


For if we have true fellowship in his death, our old man is crucified by his 
power, and the body of sin becomes dead, so that the corruption of our 
original nature is never again in full vigor (Rom. 6:5, 6). If we are partakers 
in his resurrection, we are raised up by means of it to newness of life, which 
conforms us to the righteousness of God.... This renewal, indeed, is not 
accomplished in a moment, a day, or a year, but by uninterrupted, 
sometimes even by slow progress God abolishes the remains of carnal 
corruption in his elect, cleanses them from pollution, and consecrates 
them as his temples, restoring all their inclinations to real purity, so that 
during their whole lives they may practice repentance, and know that 
death is the only termination to this warfare.... after Paul, I make the 
image of God to consist in righteousness and true holiness; as if in every 
definition it were not necessary to take the thing defined in its integrity 
and perfection. It is not denied that there is room for improvement; but 
what I maintain is, that the nearer any one approaches in resemblance to 
God, the more does the image of God appear in him. (III, 3:9) 


(T]he Spirit of the Lord ... is given to us for sanctification, that he may 
purge us from all iniquity and defilement, and bring us to the obedience of 
divine righteousness, ... though purged by his sanctification, we are still 
beset by many vices and much weakness, so long as we are enclosed in the 
prison of the body. Thus it is, that placed at a great distance from 


perfection, we must always be endeavoring to make some progress, and 
daily struggling with the evil by which we are entangled. Hence, too, it 
follows, that, shaking off sloth and security, we must be intently vigilant, ... 
(III, 3:14) 


I will begin with the Church, into whose bosom God is pleased to collect 
his children, not only that by her aid and ministry they may be nourished 
so long as they are babes and children, but may also be guided by her 
maternal care until they grow up to manhood, and, finally, attain to the 
perfection of faith. (IV, 1:1) 


Their moroseness and pride proceed even to greater lengths. Refusing to 
acknowledge any church that is not pure from the minutest blemish, they 
take offence at sound teachers for exhorting believers to make progress, 
and so teaching them to groan during their whole lives under the burden of 
sin, and flee for pardon. For they pretend that in this way believers are led 
away from perfection. I admit that we are not to labour feebly or coldly in 
urging perfection, far less to desist from urging it; but I hold that it is a 
device of the devil to fill our minds with a confident belief of it while we are 
still in our course. (IV, 1:20) 


Nor must we hence assume a licence of sinning for the future (there is 
certainly nothing in it to countenance such audacity), ... Those who, from 
hopes of impunity, seek a licence for sin, only provoke the wrath and 
justice of God. (IV, 15:3) 


But let no man deceive himself, let no man look complacently on his 
disease, when he hears that sin always dwells in us. When we say so, it is 
not in order that those who are otherwise too prone to sin may sleep 
securely in their sins, but only that those who are tried and stung by the 
flesh may not faint and despond. Let them rather reflect that they are still 
on the way, and think that they have made great progress when they feel 
that their concupiscence is somewhat diminished from day to day, until 
they shall have reached the point at which they aim—viz. the final death of 
the flesh; a death which shall be completed at the termination of this 
mortal life. (IV, 15:11) 


Here we say nothing more than the apostle Paul expounds most clearly in 
the sixth and seventh chapters of the Epistle to the Romans. He had 
discoursed of free justification, but as some wicked men thence inferred 
that they were to live as they listed, because their acceptance with God was 
not procured by the merit of works, he adds, that all who are clothed with 
the righteousness of Christ are at the same time regenerated by the Spirit, 
and that we have an earnest of this regeneration in baptism. Hence he 
exhorts believers not to allow sin to reign in their members. (IV, 15:12) 


3. Only God Absolutely Knows Who is Among the 
Elect 


Wherefore, although I am unwilling to dispute about words, yet I would 
rather keep to the proper form, as better fitted to express the thing that is 
meant, than affect terms by which the meaning is causelessly obscured. 
The object of the expression is to teach us, that though the devil leaves no 
stone unturned in order to destroy the grace of Christ, and the enemies of 
God rush with insane violence in the same direction, it cannot be 
extinguished,—the blood of Christ cannot be rendered barren, and 
prevented from producing fruit. Hence, regard must be had both to the 
secret election and to the internal calling of God, because he alone 
“knoweth them that are his” (2 Tim. 2:19); and as Paul expresses it, holds 
them as it were enclosed under his seal, although, at the same time, they 
wear his insignia, and are thus distinguished from the reprobate. (IV, 1:2) 


Nor is our faith the worse for apprehending what is unknown, since we are 
not enjoined here to distinguish between the elect and the reprobate (this 
belongs not to us, but to God only), but to feel firmly assured in our minds, 
that all those who, by the mercy of God the Father, through the efficacy of 
the Holy Spirit, have become partakers with Christ, are set apart as the 
proper and peculiar possession of God, and that as we are of the number, 
we are also partakers of this great grace. (IV, 1:3) 


Accordingly, inasmuch as it was of importance to us to recognise it, the 
Lord has distinguished it by certain marks, and as it were symbols. It is, 
indeed, the special prerogative of God to know those who are his, as Paul 
declares in the passage already quoted (2 Tim. 2:19). And doubtless it has 


been so provided as a check on human rashness, the experience of every 
day reminding us how far his secret judgments surpass our apprehension. 
For even those who seemed most abandoned, and who had been 
completely despaired of, are by his goodness recalled to life, while those 
who seemed most stable often fall. Hence, as Augustine says, “In regard to 
the secret predestination of God, there are very many sheep without, and 
very many wolves within” (August. Hom. in Joan. 45). For he knows, and 
has his mark on those who know neither him nor themselves. Of those 
again who openly bear his badge, his eyes alone see who of them are 
unfeignedly holy, and will persevere even to the end, which alone is the 
completion of salvation. On the other hand, foreseeing that it was in some 
degree expedient for us to know who are to be regarded by us as his sons, 
he has in this matter accommodated himself to our capacity. But as here 
full certainty was not necessary, he has in its place substituted the 
judgment of charity, by which we acknowledge all as members of the 
Church who by confession of faith, regularity of conduct, and participation 
in the sacraments, unite with us in acknowledging the same God and 
Christ. (IV, 1:8) 


Such as have, therefore, been expelled from the Church, it belongs not to 
us to expunge from the number of the elect, or to despair of, as if they were 
already lost. (IV, 12:9) 


4. Cooperation With God’s Grace (Synergism) and 
Merit 


Some, with equal unskilfulness, wrest the saying of Paul, “We are labourers 
together with God,’ (1 Cor. 3:9). There cannot be a doubt that these words 
apply to ministers only, who are called “labourers with God,’ not from 
bringing any thing of their own, but because God makes use of their 
instrumentality after he has rendered them fit, and provided them with 
the necessary endowments. (II, 5:17) 


The apostles, therefore, exert the power of the Spirit in their preaching, 
inasmuch as God uses them as instruments which he has ordained for the 
unfolding of his spiritual grace. Still, however, we must not lose sight of the 


distinction, but remember what man is able of himself to do, and what is 
peculiar to God. (IV, 14:11) 


5. St. Paul as God’s Co-Worker 


In short, in several passages he ... makes himself a fellow-worker with God, 
... (1 Cor. 3:9). All these things he certainly never uttered with the view of 
attributing to himself one iota apart from God, as he elsewhere briefly 
explains.... God, in ascribing to himself the illumination of the mind and 
renewal of the heart, reminds us that it is sacrilege for man to claim any 
part of either to himself. (IV, 1:6) 


For when he would remind the Corinthians how God had given effect to 
his labours, he boasts that he possessed the ministry of the Spirit (1 Cor. 
2:4); just as if his preaching were inseparably connected with the power of 
the Holy Spirit, in inwardly enlightening the mind, and stimulating it. (IV, 
14:11) 


For it corresponds admirably with the Apostle’s design to understand him 
to mean, that, while it is peculiarly the work of God to build his temple, or 
cultivate his vineyard, he calls forth ministers to be fellow-laborers, by 
means of whom He alone works; but, at the same time, in such a way, that 
they in their turn labor in common with him. (Commentary on 1 
Corinthians [3:9], translated by John Pringle) 


6. St. Paul and Others as Distributors of God’s 
Salvation 


In short, in several passages he ... attributes to himself the province of 
bestowing salvation (1 Cor. 3:9). All these things he certainly never uttered 
with the view of attributing to himself one iota apart from God, as he 
elsewhere briefly explains.... God, in ascribing to himself the illumination 
of the mind and renewal of the heart, reminds us that it is sacrilege for 
man to claim any part of either to himself. (IV, 1:6) 


... other creatures which the divine liberality and kindness has destined for 
our use, and by whose instrumentality he bestows the gifts of his goodness 
upon us... (IV, 14:12) 


7. Acknowledgment of the Existence of “Good” 
Persons 


Still, however, even the good are sometimes affected by this inconsiderate 
zeal for righteousness, ... (IV, 1:16) 


8. Approximation of Catholic “Baptism of Desire” 


But there is a danger that he who is sick may be deprived of the gift of 
regeneration if he decease without baptism! By no means. Our children, 
before they are born, God declares that he adopts for his own when he 
promises that he will be a God to us, and to our seed after us. In this 
promise their salvation is included. None will dare to offer such an insult 
to God as to deny that he is able to give effect to his promise. (IV, 15:20) 


But this controversy will at once be disposed of when we maintain, that 
children who happen to depart this life before an opportunity of 
immersing them in water, are not excluded from the kingdom of heaven. 
(IV, 15:22) 


This, moreover, plainly explodes the fiction of those who consign all the 
unbaptised to eternal death.... We nowhere read of his having condemned 
him who was not yet baptised. I would not be understood as insinuating 
that baptism may be contemned with impunity. So far from excusing this 
contempt, I hold that it violates the covenant of the Lord. The passage only 
serves to show, that we must not deem baptism so necessary as to suppose 
that every one who has lost the opportunity of obtaining it has forthwith 
perished. By assenting to their fiction, we should condemn all, without 
exception, whom any accident may have prevented from procuring 
baptism, how much soever they may have been endued with the faith by 
which Christ himself is possessed. (IV, 16:26) 


The thief on the cross, when converted, became the brother of believers, 
though he never partook of the Lord’s Supper. (IV, 16:31) 


9. Fasting and Abstinence as Helpful Spiritual 
Practices 


The remaining part of discipline, which is not, strictly speaking, included 
in the power of the keys, is when pastors, according to the necessity of the 
times, exhort the people either to fasting and solemn prayer, ... As the 
observance of this part of discipline is useful, so it was always used in the 
Church, even from the days of the apostles. Indeed, the apostles 
themselves were not its first authors, but borrowed the example from the 
Law and Prophets. For we there see, that as often as any weighty matter 
occurred the people were assembled, and supplication and fasting 
appointed. In this, therefore, the apostles followed a course which was not 
new to the people of God, and which they foresaw would be useful.... In 
general, we must hold that whenever any religious controversy arises, 
which either a council or ecclesiastical tribunal behoves to decide; 
whenever a minister is to be chosen; whenever, in short, any matter of 
difficulty and great importance is under consideration: on the other hand, 
when manifestations of the divine anger appear, as pestilence, war, and 
famine, the sacred and salutary custom of all ages has been for pastors to 
exhort the people to public fasting and extraordinary prayer. Should any 
one refuse to admit the passages which are adduced from the Old 
Testament, as being less applicable to the Christian Church, it is clear that 
the apostles also acted thus; although, in regard to prayer, I scarcely think 
any one will be found to stir the question. Let us, therefore, make some 
observations on fasting, since very many, not understanding what utility 
there can be in it, judge it not to be very necessary, while others reject it 
altogether as superfluous. Where its use is not well known it is easy to fall 
into superstition. (IV, 12:14) 


A holy and lawful fast has three ends in view. We use it either to mortify 
and subdue the flesh, that it may not wanton, or to prepare the better for 
prayer and holy meditation; or to give evidence of humbling ourselves 
before God, when we would confess our guilt before him. The first end is 
not very often regarded in public fasting, because all have not the same 
bodily constitution, nor the same state of health, and hence it is more 
applicable to private fasting. The second end is common to both, for this 
preparation for prayer is requisite for the whole Church, as well as for each 
individual member. The same thing may be said of the third. For it 
sometimes happens that God smites a nation with war or pestilence, or 


some kind of calamity. In this common chastisement it behoves the whole 
people to plead guilty, and confess their guilt. Should the hand of the Lord 
strike any one in private, then the same thing is to be done by himself 
alone, or by his family. The thing, indeed, is properly a feeling of the mind. 
But when the mind is effected as it ought, it cannot but give vent to itself in 
external manifestation, especially when it tends to the common 
edification, that all, by openly confessing their sin, may render praise to the 
divine justice, and by their example mutually encourage each other. (IV, 
12:15) 


Hence fasting, as it is a sign of humiliation, has a more frequent use in 
public than among private individuals, although as we have said, it is 
common to both. In regard, then, to the discipline of which we now treat, 
whenever supplication is to be made to God on any important occasion, it 
is befitting to appoint a period for fasting and prayer. Thus when the 
Christians of Antioch laid hands on Barnabas and Paul, that they might 
the better recommend their ministry, which was of so great importance, 
they joined fasting and prayer (Acts 13:3). Thus these two apostles 
afterwards, when they appointed ministers to churches, were wont to use 
prayer and fasting (Acts 14:23). In general, the only object which they had 
in fasting was to render themselves more alert and disencumbered for 
prayer. We certainly experience that after a full meal the mind does not so 
rise toward God as to be borne along by an earnest and fervent longing for 
prayer, and perseverance in prayer. In this sense is to be understood the 
saying of Luke concerning Anna, that she “served God with fastings and 
prayers, night and day” (Luke 2:37). For he does not place the worship of 
God in fasting, but intimates that in this way the holy woman trained 
herself to assiduity in prayer. Such was the fast of Nehemiah, when with 
more intense zeal he prayed to God for the deliverance of his people (Neh. 
1:4). For this reason Paul says, that married believers do well to abstain for 
a season (1 Cor. 7:5), that they may have greater freedom for prayer and 
fasting, when by joining prayer to fasting, by way of help, he reminds us it 
is of no importance in itself, save in so far as it refers to this end. (IV, 
12:16) 


On the other hand, when pestilence begins to stalk abroad, or famine or 
war, or when any other disaster seems to impend over a province and 


people (Esther 4:16), then also it is the duty of pastors to exhort the 
Church to fasting, that she may suppliantly deprecate the Lord’s anget.... 
We read not only that the Israelitish Church, formed and constituted by 
the word of God, fasted in token of sadness, but the Ninevites also, whose 
only teaching had been the preaching of Jonah. Why, therefore, should not 
we do the same? But it is an external ceremony, which, like other 
ceremonies, terminated in Christ. Nay, in the present day it is an 
admirable help to believers, as it always was, and a useful admonition to 
arouse them, lest by too great security and sloth they provoke the Lord 
more and more when they are chastened by his rod. Accordingly, when our 
Saviour excuses his apostles for not fasting, he does not say that fasting was 
abrogated, but reserves it for calamitous times, and conjoins it with 
mourning. “The days will come when the bridegroom shall be taken from 
them” (Mt. 9:35; Luke 5:23). (IV, 12:17) 


The first thing is constantly to urge the injunction of Joel, “Rend your 
heart, and not your garments” (Joel 2:13); that is, to remind the people 
that fasting in itself is not of great value in the sight of God, unless 
accompanied with internal affection of the heart, true dissatisfaction with 
sin and with one’s self, true humiliation, and true grief, from the fear of 
God; nay, that fasting is useful for no other reason than because it is added 
to these as an inferior help. There is nothing which God more abominates 
than when men endeavour to cloak themselves by substituting signs and 
external appearance for integrity of heart. Accordingly, Isaiah inveighs 
most bitterly against the hypocrisy of the Jews, in thinking that they had 
satisfied God when they had merely fasted, whatever might be the impiety 
and impure thoughts which they cherished in their hearts. “Is it such a fast 
that I have chosen?” (Isa. 58:5) See also what follows. The fast of 
hypocrites is, therefore, not only useless and superfluous fatigue, but the 
greatest abomination. (IV, 12:19) 


10. Bodily Mortification Approved 


In like manner, therefore, as persons accused were anciently wont, in order 
to excite the commiseration of the judge, to humble themselves suppliantly 
with long beard, dishevelled hair, and coarse garments, so when we are 
charged before the divine tribunal, to deprecate his severity in humble 


raiment is equally for his glory and the public edification, and useful and 
salutary to ourselves. And that this was common among the Israelites we 
may infer from the words of Joel. For when he says, “Blow the trumpet in 
Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly,’ &c. (Joel 2:15), he speaks as of 
things received by common custom. A little before he had said that the 
people were to be tried for their wickedness, and that the day of judgment 
was at hand, and he had summoned them as criminals to plead their cause: 
then he exclaims that they should hasten to sackcloth and ashes, to 
weeping and fasting; that is, humble themselves before God with external 
manifestations. The sackcloth and ashes, indeed, were perhaps more 
suitable for those times, but the assembly, and weeping and fasting, and the 
like, undoubtedly belong, in an equal degree, to our age, whenever the 
condition of our affairs so requires. For seeing it is a holy exercise both for 
men to humble themselves, and confess their humility, why should we in 
similar necessity use this less than did those of old? (IV, 12:17) 


And, first, lest any one defend the monachism of the present day on the 
ground of the long prescription, it is to be observed, that the ancient mode 
of living in monasteries was very different. The persons who retired to 
them were those who wished to train themselves to the greatest austerity 
and patience. The discipline practiced by the monks then resembled that 
which the Lacedemonians are said to have used under the laws of 
Lycurgus, and was even much more rigorous. They slept on the ground, 
their drink was water, their food bread, herbs, and roots, their chief 
luxuries oil and pulse. From more delicate food and care of the body they 
abstained.... By such rudimentary training they prepared themselves for 
greater offices.... it appears that pious men were wont to prepare for the 
government of the Church by monastic discipline, that thus they might be 
more apt and better trained to undertake the important office ... (IV, 13:8) 


Another benefit of baptism is, that it shows us our mortification in Christ 
and new life in him. “Know ye not,’ says the apostle, “that as many of us as 
were baptised into Jesus Christ, were baptised into his death? Therefore we 
are buried with him by baptism into death,’ that we “should walk in 
newness of life” (Rom. 6:3, 4). By these words, he not only exhorts us to 
imitation of Christ, as if he had said, that we are admonished by baptism, 
in like manner as Christ died, to die to our lusts, and as he rose, to rise to 


righteousness; but he traces the matter much higher, that Christ by 
baptism has made us partakers of his death, ingrafting us into it. And as 
the twig derives substance and nourishment from the root to which it is 
attached, so those who receive baptism with true faith truly feel the 
efficacy of Christ’s death in the mortification of their flesh, and the efficacy 
of his resurrection in the quickening of the Spirit. (IV, 15:5) 


11. Self-Denial Practices Not Much Different from 
Lent 


But that there may be no error in the name, let us define what fasting is; for 
we do not understand by it simply a restrained and sparing use of food, but 
something else. The life of the pious should be tempered with frugality and 
sobriety, so as to exhibit, as much as may be, a kind of fasting during the 
whole course of life. But there is another temporary fast, when we retrench 
somewhat from our accustomed mode of living, either for one day or a 
certain period, and prescribe to ourselves a stricter and severer restraint in 
the use of that ordinary food. This consists in three things—viz. the time, 
the quality of food, and the sparing use of it. By the time I mean, that while 
fasting we are to perform those actions for the sake of which the fast is 
instituted. For example, when a man fasts because of solemn prayer, he 
should engage in it without having taken food. The quality consists in 
putting all luxury aside, and, being contented with common and meaner 
food, so as not to excite our palate by dainties. In regard to quantity, we 
must eat more lightly and sparingly, only for necessity and not for pleasure. 
(IV, 12:18) 


12. “Puritanical” Legalism and Spiritual Pride 
For there always have been persons who, imbued with a false persuasion of 
absolute holiness, as if they had already become a kind of aérial spirits, 


spurn the society of all in whom they see that something human still 
remains. (IV, 1:13) 


13. Contraception is Gravely Sinful 


I will contend myself with briefly mentioning this, as far as the sense of 
shame allows to discuss it. It is a horrible thing to pour out seed besides the 
intercourse of man and woman. Deliberately avoiding the intercourse, so 
that the seed drops on the ground, is double horrible. For this means that 
one quenches the hope of his family, and kills the son, which could be 
expected, before he is born. This wickedness is now as severely as is 
possible condemned by the Spirit, through Moses, that Onan, as it were, 
through a violent and untimely birth, tore away the seed of his brother out 
the womb, and as cruel as shamefully has thrown on the earth. Moreover 
he thus has, as much as was in his power, tried to destroy a part of the 
human race. When a woman in some way drives away the seed out the 
womb, through aids, then this is rightly seen as an unforgivable crime. 
Onan was guilty of a similar crime, by defiling the earth with his seed, so 
that Tamar would not receive a future inheritor. 


(Commentary on Genesis [38:10], translated by John King) 
14. The Perpetual Virginity of Mary 


Helvidius displayed excessive ignorance in concluding that Mary must 
have had many sons, because Christ’s ‘brothers’ are sometimes mentioned. 


(Harmony of Matthew, Mark & Luke, section 39; Geneva, 1562, Vol. II; 
from Calvin's Commentaries, translated by William Pringle, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan: Eerdmans, 1949, p. 215; on Matthew 13:55) 


{On Matthew 1:25:] The inference he [Helvidius] drew from it was, that 
Mary remained a virgin no longer than till her first birth, and that 
afterwards she had other children by her husband ... No just and well- 
grounded inference can be drawn from these words ... as to what took 
place after the birth of Christ. He is called ‘first-born’; but it is for the sole 
purpose of informing us that he was born of a virgin ... What took place 
afterwards the historian does not inform us ... No man will obstinately 
keep up the argument, except from an extreme fondness for disputation. 


(Pringle, ibid., Vol. I, p. 107) 


Under the word ‘brethren’ the Hebrews include all cousins and other 
relations, whatever may be the degree of affinity. 


(Pringle, ibid., Vol. I, p. 283; Commentary on John, [7:3]) 
15. Mary is Honored and Called “Blessed” 


She deserves to be called blessed, for God has accorded her a singular 
distinction, to prepare his Son for the world, in whom she was spiritually 
reborn. To this day we cannot enjoy the blessing brought to us in Christ 
without thinking at the same time of that which God gave us as adornment 
and honor to Mary, in willing her to be the mother of his only-begotten 
Son. 


(New Testament Commentaries, edited by David W. Torrance and Thomas 
F. Torrance, Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 1972, Vol. I, p. 32) 


Chapter Seven 
VII. Agreement on the Sacraments 
1. Sacraments Can Only be Instituted by Christ 


Accordingly, we most strenuously maintain what we formerly confirmed 
by invincible argument, that the power of instituting a sacrament belongs 
to God alone, since a sacrament ought, by the sure promise of God, to raise 
up and comfort the consciences of believers, which could never receive this 
assurance from men.... Man, therefore, cannot institute a sacrament, 
because it is not in the power of man to make such divine mysteries lurk 
under things so abject. (IV, 19:2) 


2. Sacraments Do Something In and To Us 


They, by sealing it to us, sustain, nourish, confirm, and increase our faith. 
(IV, 14:7) 


The sacraments duly perform their office only when accompanied by the 
Spirit, the internal Master, whose energy alone penetrates the heart, stirs 
up the affections, and procures access for the sacraments into our souls. If 
he is wanting, the sacraments can avail us no more than the sun shining on 
the eyeballs of the blind, or sounds uttered in the ears of the deaf. 
Wherefore, in distributing between the Spirit and the sacraments, I 
ascribe the whole energy to him, and leave only a ministry to them; this 
ministry, without the agency of the Spirit, is empty and frivolous, but when 
he acts within, and exerts his power, it is replete with energy.... the 
sacraments do not avail one iota without the energy of the Holy Spirit; ... 
in hearts previously taught by that preceptor, there is nothing to prevent 
the sacraments from strengthening and increasing faith. (IV, 14:9) 


Meanwhile, it is easy for the Father of lights, in like manner as he illumines 
the bodily eye by the rays of the sun, to illumine our minds by the 


sacraments, as by a kind of intermediate brightness. (IV, 14:10) 


All we say is, that God uses the means and instruments which he sees to be 
expedient, in order that all things may be subservient to his glory, he being 
the Lord and disposer of all. Therefore, as by bread and other aliment he 
feeds our bodies, as by the sun he illumines, and by fire gives warmth to the 
world, and yet bread, sun, and fire are nothing, save inasmuch as they are 
instruments under which he dispenses his blessings to us; so in like manner 
he spiritually nourishes our faith by means of the sacraments, ... (IV, 
14:12) 


Wherefore, let it be a fixed point, that the office of the sacraments differs 
not from the word of God; and this is to hold forth and offer Christ to us, 
and, in him, the treasures of heavenly grace. They confer nothing, and avail 
nothing, if not received in faith, ... we deny not that God, by the 
immediate agency of his Spirit, countenances his own ordinance, 
preventing the administration of the sacraments which he has instituted 
from being fruitless and vain ... (IV, 14:17) 


[S]acraments are ceremonies, by which God is pleased to train his people, 
first, to excite, cherish, and strengthen faith within ... (IV, 14:19) 


There never can bea sacrament without a promise of salvation. (IV, 18:19) 


3. Distinction Between Sacraments and 
Sacramentals 


Moreover, it is useful to keep up some distinction between sacraments and 
other ceremonies, if we would not fall into many absurdities. The apostles 


prayed on their bended knees; ... (IV, 19:2) 
4. Baptism Initiates Us Into the Body of Christ 


Baptism is the initiatory sign by which we are admitted to the fellowship of 
the Church, that being ingrafted into Christ we may be accounted children 
of God. (IV, 15:1) 


The last advantage which our faith receives from baptism is its assuring us 
not only that we are ingrafted into the death and life of Christ, but so 


united to Christ himself as to be partakers of all his blessings.... Paul proves 
us to be the sons of God, from the fact that we put on Christ in baptism 
(Gal. 3:27). (IV, 15:6) 


Hence he teaches that those whom the Lord has once admitted into favour, 
and ingrafted into communion with Christ, and received into the 
fellowship of the Church by baptism, are freed from guilt and 
condemnation while they persevere in the faith of Christ, though they may 
be beset by sin and thus bear sin about with them. (IV, 15:12) 


For just as circumcision, which was a kind of badge to the Jews, assuring 
them that they were adopted as the people and family of God, was their 
first entrance into the Church, while they, in their turn, professed their 
allegiance to God, so now we are initiated by baptism, so as to be enrolled 
among his people, and at the same time swear unto his name. Hence it is 
incontrovertible, that baptism has been substituted for circumcision, and 
performs the same office. (IV, 16:4) 


[Children derive some benefit from their baptism, when, being ingrafted 
into the body of the Church, ... (IV, 16:9) 


In like manner, from his expression in another place, that by baptism we 
are ingrafted into the body of Christ (1 Cor. 7:13), we infer, that infants, 
whom he enumerates among his members, are to be baptised, in order that 
they may not be dissevered from his body. (IV, 16:22) 


God, regenerating us in baptism, ingrafts us into the fellowship of his 
Church, and makes us his by adoption, so we have said that he performs 
the office of a provident parent, in continually supplying the food by which 
he may sustain and preserve us in the life to which he has begotten us by 
his word. (IV, 17:1) 


Baptism being a kind of entrance into the Church, an initiation into the 
faith, ... (IV, 18:19) 


5. Catholic Baptism is Valid 


Still, as in ancient times, there remained among the Jews certain special 
privileges of a Church, so in the present day we deny not to the Papists 


those vestiges of a Church which the Lord has allowed to remain among 
them amid the dissipation. When the Lord had once made his covenant 
with the Jews, it was preserved not so much by them as by its own strength, 
supported by which it withstood their impiety. Such, then, is the certainty 
and constancy of the divine goodness, that the covenant of the Lord 
continued there and his faith could not be obliterated by their perfidy; ... 
baptism, which, consecrated by his lips, retains its power in spite of human 
depravity; secondly, He provided by his providence that there should be 
other remains also to prevent the Church from utterly perishing. But as in 
pulling down buildings the foundations and ruins are often permitted to 
remain, so he did not suffer Antichrist either to subvert his Church from 
its foundation, or to level it with the ground (though, to punish the 
ingratitude of men who had despised his word, he allowed a fearful shaking 
and dismembering to take place), but was pleased that amid the 
devastation the edifice should remain, though half in ruins. (IV, 2:11) 


Such in the present day are our Catabaptists, who deny that we are duly 
baptised, because we were baptised in the Papacy by wicked men and 
idolaters; hence they furiously insist on anabaptism. Against these 
absurdities we shall be sufficiently fortified if we reflect that by baptism we 
were initiated not into the name of any man, but into the name of the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit; and, therefore, that baptism is 
not of man, but of God, by whomsoever it may have been administered. Be 
it that those who baptised us were most ignorant of God and all piety, or 
were despisers, still they did not baptise us into a fellowship with their 
ignorance or sacrilege, but into the faith of Jesus Christ, because the name 
which they invoked was not their own but God's, nor did they baptise into 
any other name. But if baptism was of God, it certainly included in it the 
promise of forgiveness of sin, mortification of the flesh, quickening of the 
Spirit, and communion with Christ. Thus it did not harm the Jews that 
they were circumcised by impure and apostate priests. It did not nullify the 
symbol so as to make it necessary to repeat it. It was enough to return to its 
genuine origin. The objection that baptism ought to be celebrated in the 
assembly of the godly, does not prove that it loses its whole efficacy because 
it is partly defective. When we show what ought to be done to keep 
baptism pure and free from every taint, we do not abolish the institution of 


God though idolaters may corrupt it. Circumcision was anciently vitiated 
by many superstitions, and yet ceased not to be regarded as a symbol of 
grace; nor did Josiah and Hezekiah, when they assembled out of all Israel 
those who had revolted from God, call them to be circumcised anew. (IV, 


15:16) 


6. Baptism Has Some Sort of Relation to 
Regeneration 


[I]t is a kind of sealed instrument by which he assures us that all our sins 
are so deleted, covered, and effaced, that they will never come into his 
sight, never be mentioned, never imputed. For it is his will that all who 
have believed, be baptised for the remission of sins. Hence those who have 
thought that baptism is nothing else than the badge and mark by which we 
profess our religion before men, in the same way as soldiers attest their 
profession by bearing the insignia of their commander, having not attended 
to what was the principal thing in baptism; and this is, that we are to 
receive it in connection with the promise, “He that believeth and is 
baptised shall be saved” (Mark 16:16). (IV, 15:1) 


In this sense is to be understood the statement of Paul, that “Christ loved 
the Church, and gave himself for it, that he might sanctify and cleanse it 
with the washing of water by the word” (Eph. 5:25, 26); and again, “not by 
works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he 
saved us, by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost” 
(Titus 3:5). Peter also says that “baptism also doth now save us” (1 Peter 
3:21). (IV, 15:2) 


We ought to consider that at whatever time we are baptised, we are washed 
and purified once for the whole of life. Wherefore, as often as we fall, we 
must recall the remembrance of our baptism, and thus fortify our minds, 
so as to feel certain and secure of the remission of sins. For though, when 
once administered, it seems to have passed, it is not abolished by 
subsequent sins. (IV, 15:3) 


... forgiveness, which at our first regeneration we receive by baptism alone 
... we are washed from our sins by the blood of Christ. And what is the sign 


and evidence of that washing if it be not baptism? We see, then, that that 
forgiveness has reference to baptism.... if repentance is recommended 
during the whole of life, the power of baptism ought to have the same 
extent. (IV, 15:4) 


[T]he Lord by this sign promises that a full and entire remission has been 
made, both of the guilt which was imputed to us, and the penalty incurred 
by the guilt. (IV, 15:10) 


[A]ll who are clothed with the righteousness of Christ are at the same time 
regenerated by the Spirit, ... we have an earnest of this regeneration in 
baptism. (IV, 15:12) 


Now that the end to which the Lord had regard in the institution of 
baptism has been explained, it is easy to judge in what way we ought to use 
and receive it. For inasmuch as it is appointed to elevate, nourish, and 
confirm our faith, we are to receive it as from the hand of its author, being 
firmly persuaded that it is himself who speaks to us by means of the sign; 
that it is himself who washes and purifies us, and effaces the remembrance 
of our faults; that it is himself who makes us the partakers of his death, 
destroys the kingdom of Satan, subdues the power of concupiscence, nay, 
makes us one with himself, that being clothed with him we may be 
accounted the children of God. (IV, 15:14) 


But how, they ask, are infants regenerated, when not possessing a 
knowledge of either good or evil? We answer, that the work of God, though 
beyond the reach of our capacity, is not therefore null. Moreover, infants 
who are to be saved (and that some are saved at this age is certain) must, 
without question, be previously regenerated by the Lord. For if they bring 
innate corruption with them from their mother’s womb, they must be 
purified before they can be admitted into the kingdom of God, into which 
shall not enter anything that defileth (Rev. 21:27). If they are born sinners, 
as David and Paul affirm, they must either remain unaccepted and hated 
by God, or be justified. (IV, 16:17) 


They object, that baptism is given for the remission of sins. When this is 
conceded, it strongly supports our view; for, seeing we are born sinners, we 
stand in need of forgiveness and pardon from the very womb.... If, by 


baptism, Christ intends to attest the ablution by which he cleanses his 
Church, it would seem not equitable to deny this attestation to infants, 
who are justly deemed part of the Church, seeing they are called heirs of 
the heavenly kingdom. (IV, 16:22) 


God, regenerating us in baptism, ... (IV, 17:1) 


7. Validity of Infant Baptism: Analogy of 
Circumcision 


Now, since prior to the institution of baptism, the people of God had 
circumcision in its stead, let us see how far these two signs differ, and how 
far they resemble each other. In this way it will appear what analogy there 
is between them. When the Lord enjoins Abraham to observe 
circumcision (Gen. 17:10), he premises that he would be a God unto him 
and to his seed, adding, that in himself was a perfect sufficiency of all 
things, and that Abraham might reckon on his hand as a fountain of every 
blessing. These words include the promise of eternal life, as our Saviour 
interprets when he employs it to prove the immortality and resurrection of 
believers: “God,” says he, “is not the God of the dead, but of the living” (Mt. 
22:32). Hence, too, Paul, when showing to the Ephesians how great the 
destruction was from which the Lord had delivered them, seeing that they 
had not been admitted to the covenant of circumcision, infers that at that 
time they were aliens from the covenant of promise, without God, and 
without hope (Eph. 2:12), all these being comprehended in the covenant. 
Now, the first access to God, the first entrance to immortal life, is the 
remission of sins. Hence it follows, that this corresponds to the promise of 
our cleansing in baptism. (IV, 16:3) 


Now, if we are to investigate whether or not baptism is justly given to 
infants, will we not say that the man trifles, or rather is delirious, who 
would stop short at the element of water, and the external observance, and 
not allow his mind to rise to the spiritual mystery? If reason is listened to, 
it will undoubtedly appear that baptism is properly administered to infants 
as a thing due to them. The Lord did not anciently bestow circumcision 
upon them without making them partakers of all the things signified by 
circumcision. He would have deluded his people with mere imposture, had 


he quieted them with fallacious symbols: the very idea is shocking. He 
distinctly declares, that the circumcision of the infant will be instead of a 
seal of the promise of the covenant. But if the covenant remains firm and 
fixed, it is no less applicable to the children of Christians in the present 
day, than to the children of the Jews under the Old Testament.... he is 
pleased that infants shall be formally admitted to his covenant, what more 
do we ask? (IV, 16:5) 


Scripture gives us a still clearer knowledge of the truth. For it is most 
evident that the covenant, which the Lord once made with Abraham, is 
not less applicable to Christians now than it was anciently to the Jewish 
people, and therefore that word has no less reference to Christians than to 
Jews. Unless, indeed, we imagine that Christ, by his advent, diminished, or 
curtailed the grace of the Father—an idea not free from execrable 
blasphemy. Wherefore, both the children of the Jews, because, when made 
heirs of that covenant, they were separated from the heathen, were called a 
holy seed, and for the same reason the children of Christians, or those who 
have only one believing parent, are called holy, and, by the testimony of the 
apostle, differ from the impure seed of idolaters. Then, since the Lord, 
immediately after the covenant was made with Abraham, ordered it to be 
sealed in infants by an outward sacrament, how can it be said that 
Christians are not to attest it in the present day, and seal it in their 
children? (IV, 16:6) 


Certainly, if circumcision was a literal sign, the same view must be taken of 
baptism, since, in the second chapter to the Colossians, the apostle makes 
the one to be not a whit more spiritual than the other. For he says that in 
Christ we “are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in 
putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ.’ 
In explanation of his sentiment he immediately adds, that we are “buried 
with him in baptism.’ What do these words mean, but just that the truth 
and completion of baptism is the truth and completion of circumcision, 
since they represent one thing? For his object is to show that baptism is the 
same thing to Christians that circumcision formerly was to the Jews. (IV, 
16:11) 


8. Infant Baptism: Analogy of Jesus Welcoming 
Children 


Hence our Lord Jesus Christ, to give an example from which the world 
might learn that he had come to enlarge rather than to limit the grace of 
the Father, kindly takes the little children in his arms, and rebukes his 
disciples for attempting to prevent them from, coming (Mt. 19:13), 
because they were keeping those to whom the kingdom of heaven belonged 
away from him, through whom alone there is access to heaven. But it will 
be asked, What resemblance is there between baptism and our Saviour 
embracing little children? He is not said to have baptised, but to have 
received, embraced, and blessed them; and, therefore, if we would imitate 
his example, we must give infants the benefit of our prayers, not baptise 
them. But let us attend to the act of our Saviour a little more carefully than 
these men do. For we must not lightly overlook the fact, that our Saviour, 
in ordering little children to be brought to him, adds the reason, “of such is 
the kingdom of heaven.’ And he afterwards testifies his good-will by act, 
when he embraces them, and with prayer and benediction commends 
them to his Father. If it is right that children should be brought to Christ, 
why should they not be admitted to baptism, the symbol of our 
communion and fellowship with Christ? If the kingdom of heaven is theirs, 
why should they be denied the sign by which access, as it were, is opened to 
the Church, that being admitted into it they may be enrolled among the 
heirs of the heavenly kingdom? (IV, 16:7) 


9. Baptismal Immersion is Not Strictly Necessary 


Whether the person baptised is to be wholly immersed, and that whether 
once or thrice, or whether he is only to be sprinkled with water, is not of 
the least consequence: churches should be at liberty to adopt either, 
according to the diversity of climates, although it is evident that the term 
baptise means to immerse, and that this was the form used by the primitive 


Church. (IV, 15:19) 


10. The Eucharist is Related to Salvation in Some 
Sense 


The body which was once offered for our salvation we are enjoined to take 
and eat, that, while we see ourselves made partakers of it, we may safely 
conclude that the virtue of that death will be efficacious in us. Hence he 
terms the cup the covenant in his blood. (IV, 17:1) 


To all these things we have a complete attestation in this sacrament, 
enabling us certainly to conclude that they are as truly exhibited to us as if 
Christ were placed in bodily presence before our view, or handled by our 
hands.... As bread nourishes, sustains, and protects our bodily life, so the 
body of Christ is the only food to invigorate and keep alive the soul.... to 
foster, refresh, strengthen, and exhilarate. (IV, 17:3) 


... nourishing us unto life eternal, ... (IV, 17:4) 


[H]e gave himself to be crucified for the redemption of the world; and he 
gives himself daily, when in the word of the gospel he offers himself to be 
partaken by us, inasmuch as he was crucified, when he seals that offer by 
the sacred mystery of the Supper, and when he accomplishes inwardly 
what he externally designates.... That Christ is the bread of life by which 
believers are nourished unto eternal life, ... For there are some who define 
the eating of the flesh of Christ, and the drinking of his blood, to be, in one 
word, nothing more than believing in Christ himself. But Christ seems to 
me to have intended to teach something more express and more sublime in 
that noble discourse, in which he recommends the eating of his flesh—viz. 
that we are quickened by the true partaking of him, which he designated by 
the terms eating and drinking, lest any one should suppose that the life 
which we obtain from him is obtained by simple knowledge. For as it is not 
the sight but the eating of bread that gives nourishment to the body, so the 
soul must partake of Christ truly and thoroughly, that by his energy it may 
grow up into spiritual life.... But there is this difference between their 
mode of speaking and mine. According to them, to eat is merely to believe; 
while I maintain that the flesh of Christ is eaten by believing, because it is 
made ours by faith, and that that eating is the effect and fruit of faith; ... by 
virtue of true communication with him, his life passes into us and becomes 
ours, just as bread when taken for food gives vigour to the body. (IV, 17:5) 


I am not satisfied with the view of those who, while acknowledging that we 
have some kind of communion with Christ, only make us partakers of the 


Spirit, omitting all mention of flesh and blood. As if it were said to no 
purpose at all, that his flesh is meat indeed, and his blood is drink indeed; 
that we have no life unless we eat that flesh and drink that blood; and so 
forth.... For I shall have a longer discussion with these hyperbolical 
doctors, who, according to their gross ideas, fabricate an absurd mode of 
eating and drinking, and transfigure Christ, after divesting him of his flesh, 
into a phantom: ... (IV, 17:7) 


Nay, the very flesh in which he resides he makes vivifying to us, that by 
partaking of it we may feed for immortality. “I,” says he, “am that bread of 
life;” “I am the living bread which came down from heaven;” “And the 
bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world” 
(John 6:48, 51).... by this food believers are reared to eternal life. The 
pious, therefore, have admirable comfort in this, that they now find life in 
their own flesh. (IV, 17:8) 


The flesh of Christ, ... is properly said to be life-giving, as it is pervaded 
with the fulness of life for the purpose of transmitting it to us.... the flesh of 
Christ is like a rich and inexhaustible fountain, which transfuses into us 
the life flowing forth from the Godhead into itself. Now, who sees not that 
the communion of the flesh and blood of Christ is necessary to all who 
aspire to the heavenly life? Hence those passages of the apostle: The 
Church is the “body” of Christ; his “fulness.” He is “the head,’ “from 
whence the whole body fitly joined together, and compacted by that which 
every joint supplieth,’ “maketh increase of the body” (Eph. 1:23; 4:15, 16). 
Our bodies are the “members of Christ” (1 Cor. 6:15). We perceive that all 
these things cannot possibly take place unless he adheres to us wholly in 
body and spirit. But the very close connection which unites us to his flesh, 
he illustrated with still more splendid epithets, when he said that we “are 
members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones” (Eph. 5:30). At length, 
to testify that the matter is too high for utterance, he concludes with 
exclaiming, “This is a great mystery” (Eph. 5:32). It were, therefore, 
extreme infatuation not to acknowledge the communion of believers with 
the body and blood of the Lord, a communion which the apostle declares 
to be so great, that he chooses rather to marvel at it than to explain it. (IV, 
17:9) 


That sacred communion of flesh and blood by which Christ transfuses his 
life into us, just as if it penetrated our bones and marrow, he testifies and 
seals in the Supper, and that not by presenting a vain or empty sign, but by 
there exerting an efficacy of the Spirit by which he fulfils what he promises. 
(IV, 17:10) 


And, indeed, I see not how any one can expect to have redemption and 
righteousness in the cross of Christ, and life in his death, without trusting 
first of all to true communion with Christ himself. Those blessings could 
not reach us, did not Christ previously make himself ours. I say then, that 
in the mystery of the Supper, by the symbols of bread and wine, Christ, his 
body and his blood, are truly exhibited to us, that in them he fulfilled all 
obedience, in order to procure righteousness for us—first that we might 
become one body with him; and, secondly, that being made partakers of his 
substance, we might feel the result of this fact in the participation of all his 
blessings. (IV, 17:11) 


[T]he true and substantial communication of the body and blood of the 
Lord, ... are received not by the imagination or intellect merely, but are 
enjoyed in reality as the food of eternal life. (IV, 17:19) 


Such, I say, is the corporeal presence which the nature of the sacrament 
requires, and which we say is here displayed in such power and efficacy, 
that it not only gives our minds undoubted assurance of eternal life, but 
also secures the immortality of our flesh, since it is now quickened by his 
immortal flesh, and in a manner shines in his immortality. (IV, 17:32) 


For the Lord there communicates his body so that he may become 
altogether one with us, and we with him. Moreover, since he has only one 
body of which he makes us all to be partakers, we must necessarily, by this 
participation, all become one body. (IV, 17:38) 


11. Communion Ought to be at Least a Weekly 
Observance 
All this mass of ceremonies being abandoned, the sacrament might be 


celebrated in the most becoming manner, if it were dispensed to the 
Church very frequently, at least once a-week. (IV, 17:43) 


What we have hitherto said of the sacrament, abundantly shows that it was 
not instituted to be received once a-year and that perfunctorily (as is now 
commonly the custom); but that all Christians might have it in frequent 
use, ... That such was the practice of the Apostolic Church, we are 
informed by Luke in the Acts, when he says, that “they continued 
stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, 
and in prayers” (Acts 2:42). Thus we ought always to provide that no 
meeting of the Church is held without the word, prayer, the dispensation 
of the Supper, and alms. (IV, 17:44) 


By these enactments, holy men wished to retain and ensure the use of 
frequent communion, as handed down by the apostles themselves; ... (IV, 


17:45) 


Each week, at least, the table of the Lord ought to have been spread for the 
company of Christians, and the promises declared on which we might then 
spiritually feed. (IV, 17:46) 


12. Partaking of the Eucharist Presupposes 
Doctrinal Unity 


... by partaking of the Lord’s Supper profess unity in true doctrine and 
charity, ... (IV, 1:7) 


For men of this description, who without any spark of faith, without any 
zeal for charity, rush forward like swine to seize the Lord’s Supper, do not 
at all discern the Lord’s body. For, inasmuch as they do not believe that 
body to be their life, they put every possible affront upon it, stripping it of 
all its dignity, and profane and contaminate it by so receiving; inasmuch as 
while alienated and estranged from their brethren, they dare to mingle the 
sacred symbol of Christ’s body with their dissensions. No thanks to them if 
the body of Christ is not rent and torn to pieces. Wherefore they are justly 
held guilty of the body and blood of the Lord, which, with sacrilegious 
impiety, they so vilely pollute. By this unworthy eating, they bring 
judgment on themselves. For while they have no faith in Christ, yet, by 
receiving the sacrament, they profess to place their salvation only in him, 
and abjure all other confidence. Wherefore they themselves are their own 


accusers; they bear witness against themselves; they seal their own 
condemnation. (IV, 17:40) 


13. Partaking of the Eucharist in Grave Sin is 
Harmful 


For, just as corporeal food, when received into a stomach subject to morbid 
humours, becomes itself vitiated and corrupted, and rather hurts than 
nourishes, so this spiritual food also, if given to a soul polluted with malice 
and wickedness, plunges it into greater ruin, not indeed by any defect in 
the food, but because to the “defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure” 
(Titus 1:15), however much it may be sanctified by the blessing of the 
Lord. For, as Paul says, “Whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup 
of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord;” 
“eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s 
body” (1 Cor. 11:27, 29). (IV, 17:40) 


14. Holy Ordination Can Possibly be Called a 
Sacrament 


I speak of those which were instituted for the use of the whole Church. For 
the laying on of hands, by which the ministers of the Church are initiated 
into their office, though I have no objection to its being called a sacrament, 
I do not number among ordinary sacraments. (IV, 14:20) 


In regard to the true office of presbyter, which was recommended to us by 
the lips of Christ, I willingly give it that place. For in it there is a ceremony 
which, first, is taken from the Scriptures; and, secondly, is declared by Paul 
to be not empty or superfluous, but to be a faithful symbol of spiritual 
grace (1 Tim. 4:14).... it is not ordinary or common to all believers, but is a 
special rite for a certain function.... this honour is attributed to the 
Christian ministry, ... Christ ordered dispensers of his gospel and his 
sacred mysteries to be ordained, ... (IV, 19:28) 


There remains the laying on of hands, ... I admit it to be a sacrament in 
true and legitimate ordination, ... (IV, 19:31) 


15. Approximation of Catholic Sacrament of 
Confirmation 


The charge of absurdity with which they attempt to stigmatise it, we thus 
dispose of. If those on whom the Lord has bestowed his election, after 
receiving the sign of regeneration, depart this life before they become 
adults, he, by the incomprehensible energy of his Spirit, renews them in the 
way which he alone sees to be expedient. Should they reach an age when 
they can be instructed in the meaning of baptism, they will thereby be 
animated to greater zeal for renovation, the badge of which they will learn 
that they received in earliest infancy, in order that they might aspire to it 
during their whole lives. (IV, 16:21) 


It was anciently customary for the children of Christians, after they had 
grown up, to appear before the bishop to fulfil that duty which was 
required of such adults as presented themselves for baptism. These sat 
among the catechumens until they were duly instructed in the mysteries of 
the faith, and could make a confession of it before bishop and people. The 
infants, therefore, who had been initiated by baptism, not having then 
given a confession of faith to the Church, were again, toward the end of 
their boyhood, or on adolescence, brought forward by their parents, and 
were examined by the bishop in terms of the Catechism which was then in 
common use. In order that this act, which otherwise justly required to be 
grave and holy, might have more reverence and dignity, the ceremony of 
laying on of hands was also used. Thus the boy, on his faith being approved, 
was dismissed with a solemn blessing. Ancient writers often make mention 
of this custom.... This laying on of hands, which is done simply by way of 
benediction, I commend, and would like to see restored to its pure use in 


the present day. (IV, 19:4) 


But what did the apostles do? Luke narrates (Acts 8:15, 17), that the 
apostles who were at Jerusalem, when they heard that Samaria had 
received the word of God, sent thither Peter and John, that Peter and John 
prayed for the Samaritans, that they might receive the Holy Spirit, who 
had not yet come upon any of them, they having only been baptised in the 
name of Jesus; that after prayer they laid their hands upon them, and that 


by this laying on of hands the Samaritans received the Holy Spirit. Luke 
repeatedly mentions this laying on of hands. I hear what the apostles did, 
that is, they faithfully executed their ministry. It pleased the Lord that 
those visible and admirable gifts of the Holy Spirit, which he then poured 
out upon his people, should be administered and distributed by his 
apostles by the laying on of hands. (IV, 19:6) 


16. Approximation of the Catholic Sacrament of 
Penance 


Therefore, in the communion of saints our sins are constantly forgiven by 
the ministry of the Church, when presbyters or bishops, to whom the office 
has been committed, confirm pious consciences, in the hope of pardon and 
forgiveness by the promises of the gospel, and that as well in public as in 
private, as the case requires. (IV, 1:22) 


I will speak briefly of the rite of the early Church, ... By the order observed 
in public repentance, those who had performed the satisfactions imposed 
upon them were reconciled by the formal laying on of hands. This was the 
symbol of absolution by which the sinner himself regained his confidence 
of pardon before God, and the Church was admonished to lay aside the 
remembrance of the offence, and kindly receive him into favour.... I 
consider that ancient observance of which Cyprian speaks to have been 
holy and salutary to the Church, and I could wish it restored in the present 
day. (IV, 19:14) 


17. Approximation of the Catholic Sacrament of 
Anointing 

Mark relates that the apostles, on their first mission, agreeably to the 
command which they had received of the Lord, raised the dead, cast out 
devils, cleansed lepers, healed the sick, and, in healing, used oil. He says, 
they “anointed with oil many that were sick, and healed them” (Mark 
6:13). To this James referred when he ordered the presbyters of the 
Church to be called to anoint the sick. That no deeper mystery lay under 
this ceremony will easily be perceived by those who consider how great 
liberty both our Lord and his apostles used in those external things. Our 


Lord, when about to give sight to the blind man, spat on the ground, and 
made clay of the spittle; some he cured by a touch, others by a word. In like 
manner the apostles cured some diseases by word only, others by touch, 
others by anointing. But it is probable that neither this anointing nor any 
of the other things were used at random. I admit this; not, however, that 
they were instruments of the cure, but only symbols to remind the 
ignorant whence this great virtue proceeded, and prevent them from 
ascribing the praise to the apostles. (IV, 19:18) 


The Lord, doubtless, is present with his people in all ages, and cures their 
sicknesses as often as there is need, not less than formerly ... (IV, 19:19)!” 
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